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FESTIVAL TEAM
Festival Co-ordinator Lisa Morgan-Montgomery 
Festival Assistant William Heath 
Volunteer Co-ordinators Sean Brannigan & 
Katy Purvis
Press/Marketing Heather Chesney, Sarah Douglas & 
Stephanie Meenagh 
Website/Multimedia Geoffrey Ready / Avec Solutions 
Graphic Design Studio Stereo

Festival Board (all voluntary) Maurice Kinkead (Chair), 
Lesley Cherry, Hugh Odling-Smee, Ronnie Purvis

Advisors Deirdre Robb, Adam Turkington

Buying Tickets
The majority of tickets are available to purchase online 
through the festival website eastbelfastartsfestival.org  
Simply visit the website, choose your events and pay by card 
through the secure payment system.  You can print off the 
ticket at home and then bring along to the event. There are 
also a number of free events.

Some tickets are available through Belfast Welcome Centre or 
through the Festival Office; these are detailed in the brochure.  
The Big Top Festival is on sale via www.ticketmaster.co.uk 

Thanks
This festival would simply not have happened were it not for the commitment and 
energy of so many people - many have provided support, encouragement and 
practical help.  In addition we would like to extend a special thanks to the artists, 
funders and sponsors.

Contact Us
We can be contacted at 
East Belfast Arts Festival, c/o East Belfast Partnership, 
278 Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 1HE. 
www.eastbelfastartsfestival.org
Telephone 028 9046 7924
Email info@eastbelfastartsfestival.org 
Twitter @ebaf2012 
Facebook www.facebook.com/eastbelfastartsfestival
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E Welcome to East Belfast Arts Festival, a brand new, vibrant festival for 2012, 
showcasing both emerging and established artistic talent in music, comedy, 
visual arts, theatre, literature and magic!  The five day festival promises 
something for everyone.

Events and exhibitions will take place in a variety of venues including social 
clubs, libraries, bars, cafes, art galleries, shopping centres, community 
centres and a huge marquee! 

An array of visual arts events are programmed including the largest curated 
outdoor art exhibition ever seen in Belfast, a late night arts tour and a number 
of exhibitions. Productions by local theatre companies - Brassneck and I Love 
Theatre and Dan Gordon’s one man show - are not to be missed.  Literature 
enthusiasts are in for a treat with two tours to choose from; one focusing on 
C.S Lewis and the other on Literary Belfast.  The Yellow Fever Independent Film 
Festival has it all for horror film lovers — films, shorts, talks and even a zombie 
walk and fun day in the grounds of Stormont Estate.  The Mini Magic Club will 
provide a fun filled Saturday afternoon for the kids and the comedy night will 
entertain the adults!  In addition, there are community activities including street 
art, music as well as other visual arts workshops.  Keep an eye out for live street 
art on the Newtownards Road & Constance Street during the 5 days.

Music lovers will get the opportunity to listen to exciting new and 
established local musicians throughout the festival.  Unplugged daytime 
gigs will take place in unique venues and there will also be an acoustic 
showcase of local musicians.  

On Saturday 8th September Van Morrison will come home to east Belfast as 
the headline act at the Big Top Festival.  This one day music festival at Aircraft 
Park has a full supporting line up which includes Shana Morrison, Brian 
Houston, The Wonder Villains, Gareth Dunlop, Katie & The Carnival, Belfast 
Community Gospel Choir, Anthony Toner and the Mama Kaz Band.

We hope you are able to come along to some of these fantastic events 
during 5-9 September. 

This festival has been in the hearts and minds of many people over the last 
number of years, though it took a simple Facebook ‘heads up’ by Gavin 
Bloomer to kick-start the current process. And now that it has, we fully intend 
it becoming THE annual event for the east of the city. 

Maurice Kinkead, 
East Belfast Arts Festival Chair



MUSIC

Acoustic Showcase NI
Presents:
The Best of Local Singer 
Songwriters

Thursday 6th September 
Park Avenue Hotel, 7.30pm 
Admission: £6

This exciting night of acoustic talent will feature:
Matt McGinn, Mama Kaz, Edelle McMahon, Fretwear, 
Amanda Agnew and some special guests

Kindly Sponsored by Park Avenue Hotel
Tickets available from www.eastbelfastartsfestival.org

Paul Kane & Friends

Sunday 9th September 
Engine Room Art Gallery, 5.00pm	
Admission: Free 

With over 25 years experience as a musician, singer/
songwriter and story teller, Paul Kane really does offer 
something a bit different from your usual ‘guitar man’.  
Writing about his childhood memories, love, loss, money 
and relationships, there is a distinct humour to many of 
his songs and a ‘reality’ which is refreshing in the often 
‘style over substance’ based music industry. Paul has 
recently returned from the North x North East Music 
Festival in Toronto, where he was supported by the Arts 
Council of NI and the Northern Ireland Tourist Board, has 
played numerous UK folk and rock festivals and is currently 
promoting his third album, Lovers, Losers and Villains.



Music Bus Tour
Saturday 8th September 
Departing from Ulster 
Hall, Bedford Street, 1pm 

Time: 1–2pm 
Admission: £3 
(tickets normally £8 but offered at a 

discounted rate of £3 for the Festival)

The Belfast Music Bus Tour, authored 
by Oh Yeah Music Centre.
Take a trip  through the heart of a 
great rock and roll city, taking in 
artists like Them, Van Morrison, 
Snow Patrol and many more along 
the way.  

Visit www.belfastmusic.org for further 
information. Places limited — please 
book tickets in advance through Belfast 
Welcome Centre on (028) 9024 6609.
Kindly funded by Belfast City Council

Beyond Skin Music Performance
Friday 7th September 
Connswater Shopping Centre, 11am 
Admission: Free

Working in partnership with Orchardville Society and Connswater Shopping 
Centre, the culture & arts organisation ‘Beyond Skin’ will be hosting world music 
composition workshops leading up to a public performance at Connswater 
Shopping Centre on Friday 7th September.  
www.beyondskin.net

Kindly funded and supported by Lloyds TSB Foundation, Arts Council NI, 
Connswater Shopping Centre & East Belfast Partnership.

Livingstone Presents: A Night of 
Belfast Songs & Belfast Stories 

Sunday 9th September 
Strand Cinema, 7.30pm 
Admission: £9

Livingstone will be hosting an evening of songs and stories about growing up 
in East Belfast during the 1960s, 70s & 80s. This event is the launch of a new 
album ‘belfastsongs’ and book ‘belfaststories: Confessions of a Belfast Boy’. 

Very Special Guests on the night will be Farriers.  

For more information on Livingstone: http://ianlivingstone.org 
More information on Farriers: http://farriers.bandcamp.com/
Tickets available from www.eastbelfastartsfestival.org

Songwriters 
at the Dock

Friday 7th September 
The Dock Cafe, 6pm 
Admission: Free

3 local songwriters Dave Steenson, 
Scott Willis and Dee McQueen will 
perform  original  songs inspired by 
their lives in East Belfast.



Also featuring:
Brian Houston / Wonder Villains 
Gareth Dunlop / Katie & The Carnival
Belfast Community Gospel Choir  / Anthony Toner / Mama Kaz Band 
Mama Kaz Band

Saturday 8th Sept 
Aircraft Park
Time: Gates Open at 3pm 

Admission: £45 

The Big Top Festival will be the musical highlight of the first East Belfast Arts 
Festival. Combining the talents of one of the world’s truly great musical legends 
with some of the very best of the next generation of home grown talent, the 
day festival will be a feast of music like east Belfast has never seen before.

This is the first  time that Van Morrison has appeared in East Belfast since 
he left these shores on a career that has taken him to the very top of his 
profession, and if recent reviews are to be heeded, he is at the top of his 
game right now. Joining him on the bill are daughter Shana and a varied lineup 
of some of the best local acts. Check them all out on the lineup page on  
www.eastbelfastartsfestival.org

And if the weather is worrying you - hardly surprising given the horrible 
‘summer’ we have experienced so far - then worry not because the festival 
will happen under a massive Big Top, giving full protection from the rain or 
sun, whichever we experience on the day!

Tickets available via Ticketmaster www.ticketmaster.co.uk

Big Top Festival 
with Van Morrison 
+ Special Guest Shana Morrison



VISUAL
ARTS

Portraits of an Artist 
Wednesday 5th – Saturday 8th Sept
Café Smart
Times: Opening Event Wednesday 5th September at 

7pm. Cafe Open 9am–10pm on 6th, 7th & 8th September.

Admission: Free

An exhibition of portraits of Van Morrison, by Dail Gibson 
and individual portraits by other artists.

“I have been drawing and painting for as long as I can 
remember.    Music is an inspiration, especially Van 
Morrison’s heartfelt, soul searing songs. Most of my work 
is in pastels, which allow for fast and fluent expression. 
For me, the future holds the excitement of experimenting 
with new techniques and genres.” — Dail Gibson

PRIME Collective
A Creative Method

Wednesday 5th – Friday 31st Sept
Holywood Arches Library & 121 
Newtownards Rd (site of old Bryson St Surgery)

Times: Library Opening Hours

Admission: Free

Everywhere we look and everything we read right now seems 
to tell us that we are at a new juncture. We find ourselves in 
the midst of an unprecedented moment of change in the city 
of Belfast. In East Belfast a new landscape is appearing and 
the old fabric of the area and its neighbourhoods are changing 
at an enormously fast rate.  Prime will use a creative approach 
to archive and document a building  in East Belfast whose 
function is changing.   The collective will make work in 
response to the building and will make these responses 
available to view at the local library. PRIME proposes an 
alternative creative method for historical archiving.
For more information, visit www.primecollective.wordpress.com



Creative Exchange
Art in the Eastside III: 
Billboard Trail and Exhibition

Thursday 6th September
Portview Trade Centre, 6pm–9pm 
Exhibition continues until 16th September 10am-4pm

Admission: Free

Creative Exchange Studios has programmed the main visual arts event of the 
festival. ‘Art in the Eastside III’ is the largest outdoor exhibition ever to take place 
in East Belfast, celebrating the people, culture, history and social aspects of the 
area bringing art to people right on their own doorstep. A total of 26 billboards 
will form a visual arts trail across the east of the city combining work from 8 
Creative Exchange artists, who are renowned for their work both nationally 
and internationally as well as 12 selected artists and 6 artworks celebrating the 
community. Starting at Central Station `Art in the Eastside III’ will take you on a 
journey along the Albertbridge, Newtownards, Cregagh and Castlereagh Roads, 
showcasing artistic talent and diversity in the most unexpected places. Creative 
Exchange Studios will be hosting the official launch of the billboard project as 
part of the Late Night Art Tour. In addition to the billboards, an exhibition of all the 
artworks will be on view at Portview Trade Centre throughout the festival.

Billboards will be on display from the 3rd–17th September 2012.



Ruth 
Gonsalves Moore
 
Wed 5th & Thurs 6th 
Sept, Belmont Tower  
Times: 9am–9pm (5th), 9am–10pm (6th)

Admission: Free

This time, this place - Photographic 
exhibition. Still images (landscapes, 
people, detail shots) - representing 
everyday East Belfast; an evolving 
community with living ‘samsonesque’ 
characters and characteristics. 

Michael Hart 
Workshop

Thursday 6th September
Portview Trade Centre
Times: 6pm – 9pm

Admission: Free

Expert printmaker Michael Hart will 
deliver a creative workshop that 
will take place in the Portview Trade 
Centre. Members of the public will 
have the chance to make a mono-
print to create their very own piece 
of art to take home.

James 
Millar

Thursday 6th – Saturday 
29th September  
Connswater 
Shopping Centre
Admission: Free

Celebrated printmaker and local artist 
James Millar will exhibit a range of prints 
he created while living in the area.  

Duncan Wallace 
Art Therapy Exhibition
Preview Thursday 6th September
Engine Room Art Gallery, 7pm–9.30pm        
Exhibition continues: Fri 7th–Sat 29th Sept, (10am–4pm, Tues–Sat)

Admission: Free

This exhibition will focus on the work of art therapy. Duncan has worked in 
hospitals over the last 30 years as an arts therapist. He will be exhibiting 
alongside other art therapists such as Alick Knox and Cheryl Bleakly. This 
promises to be an exciting and thought provoking show.



Creative Change NI

Thursday 6th September
City East Business Centre, 6–9pm
(Exhibition open 9am–5pm Mon to Fri until Sat 29th Sept)

Admission: Free

An opportunity to see a snapshot of contemporary art 
practice from artists based in Belfast today.  All artists are 
members of Creative Change NI, a website dedicated to 
Art and change. 

For more information, please visit www.creativechangeni.com 

Elevate: 
All Ages Art Workshop

Saturday 8th September
City East Business Centre, 2pm – 4pm
Admission: £10

City East is one of the tallest buildings in East Belfast 
offering magnificent views over H&W cranes, black 
mountain, East Belfast and the city. Join local artist 
Bronagh Lawson and Suellen Semekoski from Chicago 
for some art making in the building where you will be 
asked to elevate your view and see things differently.  
Some materials supplied, however bring some if you 
have any. All ages welcome, no experience necessary. 

For more information & tickets visit 
www.eastbelfastartsfestival.org

Ruth Gonsalves 
Moore Workshop

Thursday 6th September
Portview Trade Centre, 6pm – 9pm
Admission: Free

Riverscapes revealing the human connection with the 
Connswater River today, this ‘materiality’ to a city river is 
created by a disregard for an ancient river.  The practice 
of dumping creates an ecological imbalance presenting 
inter woven environmental and health challenges for the 
river habitations and local communities alike.  

Photographer Ruth Moore has been documenting debris 
found in the Connswater river. She wants to highlight the 
impact on the local environment. She will have a display 
with objects/sculpture, fact sheets and photo books which 
seek to directly raise awareness and to pose questions in 
relation to the river as a community asset.



East Belfast 
Architecture Tours

Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th September
Departs Strand Cinema, 1–2.30pm
Admission: £3

Come and explore East Belfast and find out more about 
the buildings in the area with PLACE, from vertical 
gardens on the Newtownards Road to the Art Deco 
Strand cinema, the church where C.S Lewis was baptised 
and the new Titanic Quarter.

Please book your tickets by visiting: 
www.eastbelfastarchitecturetour.eventbrite.co.uk

Art Trauma and 
Socially Engaged 
Community Arts Talk
Friday 7th September
City East Business Centre, 1pm
Admission: Free

Suellen is an artist/art therapist with over 20 years 
experience working with people who have suffered 
trauma, during the talk she will outline her approach 
and the importance of creativity  in bringing chaos to 
the healing process. (Suellen is currently the Adjunct 
Associate Professor of the Art Therapy Department 
School in the Art Institute of Chicago.)
To reserve a place email william@eastbelfastartsfestival.org 
or telephone (028) 9046 7924

I Wish This Was....
at the East Belfast 
Arts Festival
by PLACE, King Street Arts, 
Helena Hamilton & Johanna Leech
Inspired by the Work of Candy 
Chang (Civic Centre)

Saturday 8th September
Connswater Shopping Centre, 12pm–6pm
Admission: Free

PLACE, King Street Arts and local artists Helena 
Hamilton and Johanna Leech have come together to 
produce a series of events and happenings across the 
city during September 2012.  Inspired by the work of 
Candy Chang, an American artist, designer, and urban 
planner who explores making cities more comfortable 
and contemplative places, the group hopes to ask Belfast 
what it would do with its empty and derelict spaces.  How 
can residents in a city influence how their city grows?  
What activities can we find to replace empty shopping 
areas?  The thoughts and opinions collected will go on 
to inform an exhibition which will be housed in PLACE 
during November and December.  We are inviting you 
to view neglected spaces and see them as constructive 
spaces - you are encouraged to give us your opinion.

Lament: 
Walking Meditation

Sunday 9th September
Departs City East Business Centre, 2pm
Admission: Free

Local artist Bronagh Lawson has been visiting a different church 
in Belfast for a service every Sunday for the last three years. 
She invites you to join her and artist Suellen Semekoski 
from Chicago to go on a walking meditation between 
some of the churches in East Belfast. Walking meditation 
is a contemplative healing practice where close attention 
is paid to the action of walking.

To reserve a place email william@eastbelfastartsfestival.org 
or telephone (028) 9046 7924



Ruth Gonsalves Moore
Belmont Tower, 9am–9pm

Portraits of An Artist: Opening Event
Cafe Smart, 7pm

PRIME Collective: A Creative Method
Holywood Arches Library & 121 Newtownards Rd

Jazz of Shapes to Come
A Collection of Work by Stephen Millar, 
Connswater Shopping Centre

Deirdre Robb Sculpture Exhibition
Foyer of George Best Belfast City Airport

C.S. Lewis Tour, Departs Writers Square, 12pm

I Love Theatre Double Bill: 
‘Capulets and Montagues’ &  
‘RMS Tammurrai How We Sell Ourselves’
Westbourne Club, 7.30pm & 9.30pm, £6.00/£8.50

Brassneck Theatre Company: Basra Boy
The Welders, 8pm, £8

East Belfast Arts Radio (Homely Planet)
Espresso East Cafe, 11am–3pm

Street Art with Artist in Residence Hicks 54
378 Newtownards Rd & Constance St

Beyond Skin Music Performance
Connswater Shopping Centre, 11am

Songwriters at the Dock, The Dock Cafe, 6pm

Portraits of an Artist, Cafe Smart, 9am–10pm

PRIME Collective: A Creative Method
Holywood Arches Library & 121 Newtownards Rd

Creative Exchange ‘Art in the Eastside 
III’: Exhibition, Portview Trade Centre, 10am–4pm

Duncan Wallace Art Therapy Exhibition 
Engine Room Art Gallery, 10am–4pm

James Millar
Connswater Shopping Centre

Creative Change NI
City East Business Centre, 9am–5pm

Jazz of Shapes to Come 
A Collection of Work by Stephen Millar, 
Connswater Shopping Centre

Art Trauma and Socially Engaged 
Community Arts Talk
City East Business Centre, 1pm

Deirdre Robb Sculpture Exhibition
Foyer of George Best Belfast City Airport

Yellow Fever Film Festival
Stormont Hotel, 5pm+

Dan Gordon: We Didn’t Just 
Build the Titanic You Know...
The Shipyard Church (Westbourne), 7.30pm, £8 (£5)

East Belfast Arts Radio (Homely Planet)
Espresso East Cafe, 11am–3pm

Street Art with Artist in Residence Hicks 54 
378 Newtownards Rd & Constance St

Acoustic Showcase NI Presents: 
The Best of Local Singer Songwriters
Park Avenue Hotel, 7.30pm £6

Portraits of an Artist, Cafe Smart, 9am–10pm

PRIME Collective: A Creative Method
Holywood Arches Library & 121 Newtownards Rd

Creative Exchange ‘Art in the Eastside III’: 
Billboard Trail & Exhibition, 
Portview Trade Centre, 6pm–9pm

Duncan Wallace 
Art Therapy Exhibition Preview
Engine Room Art Gallery 7pm–9.30pm

Ruth Gonsalves Moore, Belmont Tower, 9am–10pm

James Millar
Connswater Shopping Centre

Michael Hart Workshop
Portview Trade Centre, 6pm–9pm

Ruth Gonsalves Moore Workshop
Portview Trade Centre, 6pm–9pm

Creative Change NI, 
City East Business Centre, 6pm–9pm

Jazz of Shapes to Come
A Collection of Work by Stephen Millar, 
Connswater Shopping Centre

Deirdre Robb Sculpture Exhibition
Foyer of George Best Belfast City Airport

Healing of a Wounded City
Ballyhackamore Library, 7pm

Shane Todd, Belmont Tower, 8pm, £6

Late Night Arts Tour
Departs Naughton Gallery, Queens University, 6.30pm, £8

Street Art with Artist in Residence Hicks 54
378 Newtownards Rd & Constance St

 

Wednesday 5th Thursday 6th FRIDAY 7th

A GLANCE
AT



Creative Writing Workshop: Inventing History
Holywood Arches Library, 10.30am, £8

Music Bus Tour
Departs Ulster Hall, Bedford St, 1pm, £3

Mini Magic Club, Belmont Tower, 2pm, £6

Big Top Festival with Van Morrison & 
Shana Morrison, Aircraft Park, 3pm, £45

Portraits of an Artist, Cafe Smart, 9am–10pm

PRIME Collective: A Creative Method
Holywood Arches Library & 121 Newtownards Rd

Creative Exchange ‘Art in the Eastside III’: 
Exhibition, Portview Trade Centre, 10am–4pm

Duncan Wallace Art Therapy Exhibition
Engine Room Art Gallery, 10am–4pm

James Millar
Connswater Shopping Centre

‘Art in the Eastside’ Art Flag Bunting: 
Celebrate Your Area & Create an East Belfast Flag
Connswater Shopping Centre, 12pm–4pm

I Wish This Was... 
at the East Belfast Arts Festival
Connswater Shopping Centre, 12pm–6pm

East Belfast Architecture Tour
Departs Strand Cinema, 1pm–2.30pm, £3

Jazz of Shapes to Come
A Collection of Work by Stephen Millar, 
Connswater Shopping Centre

Elevate: All Ages Art Workshop
City East Business Centre,2pm–4pm, £10

Deirdre Robb Sculpture Exhibition
Foyer of George Best Belfast City Airport

Creative Change NI
City East Business Centre, 9am–5pm

Yellow Fever Film Festival
Stormont Hotel, 10am+

East Belfast Literary Walking Tour
Departs St Matthews Church, 11am

Dan Gordon: We Didn’t Just 
Build the Titanic You Know...
The Shipyard Church (Westbourne), 7.30pm, £8 (£5)

East Belfast Arts Radio (Homely Planet)
Espresso East Cafe, 11am–3pm

Street Art with Artist in Residence Hicks 54
378 Newtownards Rd & Constance St

Beyond Skin Music Performance
Connswater Shopping Centre, 11am

Songwriters at the Dock, The Dock Cafe, 6pm

Portraits of an Artist, Cafe Smart, 9am–10pm

PRIME Collective: A Creative Method
Holywood Arches Library & 121 Newtownards Rd

Creative Exchange ‘Art in the Eastside 
III’: Exhibition, Portview Trade Centre, 10am–4pm

Duncan Wallace Art Therapy Exhibition 
Engine Room Art Gallery, 10am–4pm

James Millar
Connswater Shopping Centre

Creative Change NI
City East Business Centre, 9am–5pm

Jazz of Shapes to Come 
A Collection of Work by Stephen Millar, 
Connswater Shopping Centre

Art Trauma and Socially Engaged 
Community Arts Talk
City East Business Centre, 1pm

Deirdre Robb Sculpture Exhibition
Foyer of George Best Belfast City Airport

Yellow Fever Film Festival
Stormont Hotel, 5pm+

Dan Gordon: We Didn’t Just 
Build the Titanic You Know...
The Shipyard Church (Westbourne), 7.30pm, £8 (£5)

East Belfast Arts Radio (Homely Planet)
Espresso East Cafe, 11am–3pm

Street Art with Artist in Residence Hicks 54 
378 Newtownards Rd & Constance St

SATURDAY 8thFRIDAY 7th SUNDAY 9th

A GLANCE

Livingstone Presents: A Night of Belfast 
Songs & Belfast Stories
Strand Cinema, 7.30pm, £9

Lament: Walking Meditation
Departs City East Business Centre, 2pm

James Millar,
Connswater Shopping Centre

East Belfast Architecture Tour
Departs Strand Cinema, 1pm–2.30pm, £3

Jazz of Shapes to Come 
A Collection of Work by Stephen Millar, 
Connswater Shopping Centre

Deirdre Robb Sculpture Exhibition
Foyer of George Best Belfast City Airport

Yellow Fever Film Festival
Stormont Hotel, 10am+

Over the Hill Music Collective
Engine Room Art Gallery, 3pm–4.30pm

Paul Kane & Friends
Engine Room Art Gallery, 5pm

for tickets 
& MORE 
INFORMATION
CHECK OUT
www.east
belfastarts
festival.org



Deirdre Robb Sculpture Exhibition
Throughout the festival
Foyer of George Best Belfast City Airport
Admission: Free

Renowned local artist Deirdre Robb exhibits “Swell” a large scale 12ft w x 8ftl x 
4ftH resin floor piece. It is as if Robb has frozen a section of water, energised it and 
brought it to life in an airport setting. It is both contemplative and hypnotic, capturing 
the essence of the sea from its momentous power to its delicate reflections.

Jazz of Shapes to Come
A Collection of Work by Stephen Millar 

Throughout the Festival
Connswater Shopping Centre
Admission: Free

Stephen Millar is a visual artist specialising in painting and illustration.
“Somewhere between abstraction and caricature, my work makes use of 
the interplay between image and text, often for satirical ends. Colour and 
texture are also important to me. The composition of a piece is often an 
unconscious response to the depiction or manipulation of global events in 
the media. The result may be bleakly comic or unsettling.”

Shorts Camera Club Exhibition

Shorts Camera Club will host, as part of the festival, a very special exhibition & 
competition in August and early September.  Titled ‘My Titanic East Belfast’, the 
club is looking for photographers of all abilities and ages to submit photographs 
of what they believe are highlights of the East Belfast area.  That could be 
of people, places, events etc and does not necessarily have to be recently 
taken.  Photos will be assessed by a panel of judges and through a website poll 
and those selected will be shown during the festival in different forms.  

Visit www.shortscameraclub.net for further information then start snapping!
Please ensure images are taken in a legal manner (ask permission).

Belfast Photo Factory

Belfast Photo Factory is an emerging group of photographers fostering a 
community of like-minded and involved artists to support and help each other. 
This exhibition consists of recent work by some members that showcases the 
diversity of talent and approaches within the collective.
For more information on this exhibition, please visit www.eastbelfastartsfestival.org



Street Art with Artist in 
Residence Hicks 54

Wednesday 5th – Saturday 8th September
378 Newtownards Road (across from McDonalds) 
and Constance Street

Live street art with London illustrator and graffiti artist Hicks 54.  “Hicks learned 
spraycan work in Southampton with the 54 crew and making so many canvasses 
he had to leave them out on the street on a daily basis.  He then isolated himself 
in the deep west, perfecting a brush line so perfect that won him the Secret Wars 
live art tournament and many fans all over the UK and abroad.  These days he 
spends his time illustrating, painting murals and singing the blues”.

Hicks will be working in conjunction with the Lower Castlereagh Community 
Group, East Belfast Partnership and Belfast based street artist Friz who is part of 
the Spoom Collective.  Watch as the art develops over the festival.

Kindly funded by the Lloyds TSB Foundation.

Late Night 
Arts Tour
Thurs 6th September
Departs Naughton 
Gallery, Queens 
University, 6.30pm
Admission: £8, £6 Concession

Late Night Arts Tour in association 
with Belfast City Council continues on 
6th September with public galleries in 
Belfast open until 9pm with intriguing 
exhibitions, artist talks and more.  As 
part of East Belfast Arts Festival, one 
bus will tour galleries and exhibitions 
in East Belfast.

Visit www.belfastgalleries.com for more info. 
Places limited. Please book tickets 
in advance through Belfast Welcome 
Centre on (028) 9024 6609.



Healing of a 
Wounded City

Thursday 6th September
Ballyhackamore Library, 
7pm
Admission: Free

‘Wounded City’ (Cathair Ghonta) is a 
stylish and hard-hitting Irish language 
documentary about Belfast’s journey 
over the past century, directed by 
Tomás Seoige and produced by 
Bóthar Ard, the film-production arm 
of the Belfast Media Group, for 
TG4.   Through the eyes of its citizens, 
it explores the city’s often dark past 
as it gives way to a brighter and 
peaceful future. On the centenary of 
the Titanic’s launch, Cathair Ghonta, 
asks those who have built the peace 
— and have suffered loss during 
its 30-year war — how best to heal 
Belfast’s wounded people. 

Presented by Belfast native Ainle Ó 
Cairealláin, the one-hour documentary 
features poignant and uplifting 
contributions. 

The film will be followed by a panel 
discussion.
Please email 
william@eastbelfastartsfestival.org 
or Tel: 9046 7924 to reserve a place.
Kindly supported by NI Libraries.

Yellow Fever Film Festival 
(Films, Shorts & Talks)
Friday 7th – Sunday 9th September, Stormont Hotel
Times: 7th - 5pm, 8th - 10am, 9th - 10am  

Admission: Day Ticket £12, Full Weekend Ticket £30

The 4th Annual Yellow Fever Independent Film Festival explodes at the Stormont 
Hotel this year with a host of exciting guests and events for all the family! Returning 
guest and renowned Hong Kong casting director and producer Mike Leeder (Rush 
Hour 3, Mummy 3, Resident Evil: Retribution, Fearless) is joined by the fantastic 
Albert Pyun (director of Cyborg, Captain America, Nemesis) and his producer Cynthia 
Curran who will be on hand for the UK/Irish Premiere of their new film ‘Road To 
Hell’ the sequel to the 80’s classic, ‘Streets Of Fire’ as well as delivering a fun and 
informative LIVE commentary of the all new directors cut of ‘Captain America’. The 
guests will also take part in a number of informative talks and panel discussions with 
award winning local film maker and festival director, George Clarke.
 
The weekend continues with the screening of local and international indie films, our 
annual Charity Zombie Walk and fun day which takes place at the Stormont Estate, 
and the all new appearance of the fantastic Emerald Garrison (official Irish Star Wars 
team) who will be available for photos and more. Our award ceremony on the Sunday 
sees a healthy 10 awards go out, before you get the chance to catch the world 
premieres of Yellow Fever Productions very own new films, ‘Onus’ and ‘Splash Area’!

For further information including a full schedule of events 
and how to book tickets, please visit www. theyfiff.webs.com

film& discussion



THEATRE, 
COMEDY &  LITERATURE

Shane Todd 
& Guests

Thursday 6th September
Belmont Tower, 8pm
Admission: £6

One of the fastest rising comedians in Ireland, Shane 
Todd has built up a fantastic reputation in his relatively 
short career on the Irish comedy scene. Shane is a regular 
fixture in Ireland’s biggest comedy clubs, such as the 
prestigious Empire Comedy Club, where he has supported 
Jason Byrne amongst others. Sell out shows with fellow 
comedian Colin Geddis in Glasgow (GUU Student Union) 
and Edinburgh (Three Sisters), and a run of shows during 
the 2012 Edinburgh Fringe Festival, have helped establish 
Shane’s reputation nationally as a charming and original act. 

“Damn funny” – All Gone Pop
With support from Matthew Collins (BBC NI’s Great 
Unanswered Questions) and Lauren Kerr.

Tickets available from www.eastbelfastartsfestival.org

Creative Writing Workshop 
Inventing History

Saturday 8th September 
Holywood Arches Library, 10.30am
Admission: £8

This innovative workshop is ideal for anyone with an interest 
in creative writing and local history, and would be particularly 
useful for those who would like to try their hand at writing his-
torical fiction. Using the 1911 census for East Belfast as the 
starting point for a series of creative writing exercises to re-
imagine the lives of the inhabitants of the area. By the end of 
the workshop you will have learnt how to turn fact into fiction, 
and will have gained some useful tips on how to take your re-
search further. No previous experience of creative writing is 
needed. The workshop will be led by novelist and short story 
writer Heather Richardson. Her first novel, Magdeburg (Lagan 
Press, 2010), is an historical novel set in Germany in the 17th 
century. She teaches Creative Writing for the Open University.

Tickets available from www.eastbelfastartsfestival.org
Kindly supported by NI Libraries.



Brassneck Theatre Company 
presents: Basra Boy
Wednesday 5th & Thursday 6th September
The Welders, 8pm
Admission: £8

Another thrilling production from the company that brought you ‘A Night With George’.
Speedy and Stig have been best friends since their first slingshots and proudly 
march with the East Sons of Ulster flute band... but now Stig wants to leave 
Speedy’s dead-end street fights to fight in Afghanistan. What will become of 
this friendship forged in the backstreets of East Belfast? In this extraordinary 
high-octane, roller coaster piece of theatre, we are propelled through the ups 
and downs of two young boys poised on the cusp of adulthood.

Tickets available from www.eastbelfastartsfestival.org

C.S. Lewis Tour

Wednesday 5th September
Departs Writers Square, 12pm
Admission: Free

C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia have enchanted generations of readers since 
they were first published in the 1950s, yet many people are not aware of his 
roots in Belfast. 
The C.S. Lewis Tour follows in the footsteps of one of our most celebrated 
authors, visiting the main locations associated with Lewis and his family, where 
you can find out all about the background to his life and work.

Places are limited so please book in advance by email to 
william@eastbelfastartsfestival.org or by tel on (028) 9046 7924
Kindly funded by Belfast City Council.            

Dan Gordon: We didn’t just 
build the Titanic you know... 

Friday 7th & Saturday 8th September
The Shipyard Church (Westbourne), 7.30pm
Admission: £8 (£5 concession)

For two nights only.

Actor Dan Gordon on East Belfast – bonfires – bicycles – boys brigades – 
bad breath – biscuits – buns and boats.



East Belfast Literary Walking Tour

Saturday 8th September
Departs St Matthews Church, 11am
Admission: Free

A walk around the literary jewels of East Belfast, from Short Strand to Ballyhackamore.

Famous for being the birthplace of C.S. Lewis, East Belfast has a rich and varied 
history when it comes to writing and books. Visiting writers such as Samuel Beckett, 
EM Forster and Kate O’Brien have commented upon the east of the city. Stewart 
Parker, Stacey Gregg and St John Ervine, have brought to life the streets on the 
stage and poets like Gerald Dawe or novelists like Lucy Caldwell have put the East on 
the page. The East Belfast literary walking tour features live readings of East Belfast 
writers, giving a look at history, politics and culture through writers’ eyes.

Places are limited so please book in advance by email to  
william@eastbelfastartsfestival.org or by tel on (028) 9046 7924 
Kindly funded by Belfast City Council.

I Love Theatre Double Bill

Wednesday 5th & Thursday 6th September
Westbourne Club, 7.30pm & 9.30pm
Admission: £6.00 each per production / £8.50 each per double-feature

Capulets & Montagues
Time: 7.30pm

A Post-Textual Re-Telling of Shakespeare’s Tragedy

Two Young Lovers, Two Families, One Death.

RMS Tammurrai How We Sell Ourselves
Time: 9.30pm

A Re-Imagined Version of Christopher Durang’s Titanic incorporating Original 
Theatrical Texts by Patrick G Hughes
The Titanic’s Sinking… So, Anything & Everything Goes

NOTE: ADULT CONTENT

For more information, visit: www.ilovetheatre.org.uk

Tickets available from www.eastbelfastartsfestival.org



COMMUNITY 
& MAGIC

Over The Hill Music Collective

Sunday 9th September
Engine Room Art Gallery, 3–4.30pm
Admission: Free

Over The Hill Music Collective was set up by musician Paul 
Kane and meets monthly at the Oh Yeah Music Centre.  The 
meetings are geared towards mature musicians (yet open to 
everyone) to come together and share their musical thoughts 
and ideas and discuss music related issues.  As part of the East 
Belfast Arts Festival, Paul will be leading an informal workshop 
and jamming session and giving anyone who has ever had a 
musical idea, strummed the guitar a bit or banged the drum a 
few times, the opportunity to come together to talk, play or 
record some of their ideas – maybe even write a future hit! 
 
For more information visit, facebook.com/OverTheHillMusicCollective 
Kindly funded and supported by Unltd.
Please email william@eastbelfastartsfestival.org or 
Tel: 9046 7924 to reserve a place

East Belfast Arts Radio 
(Homely Planet)

Throughout the festival
Espresso East Cafe,11am–3pm 

Homely Planet is an internet 
radio network managed by the 
organisation Beyond Skin. Radio 
programmes are produced by young 
people, local community groups 
and international partners focusing on 
cultural education and exchange.
During the East Belfast Arts Festival, Homely Planet will be 
partnering with the Orchardville Society to host a radio hub 
during the festival in Espresso East Café.
Volunteers will be interviewing participants, performers, visitors 
and the odd celebrity in the café gathering views and thoughts 
on the festival and the changes in East Belfast.

For more information visit www.homelyplanet.org



Mini Magic Club

Saturday 8th September
Belmont Tower, 2pm
Admission: £6

Ever wished you could make your teacher disappear into thin air? Or conjure-up 
a never-ending bag of sweets? Imagine tidying your room with just a flick of 
your wrist... If you are amazed by magic and dazzled by deception, then you 
should definitely pay a visit to the Mini Magic Club in the Belmont Tower. Four 
expert magicians will thrill you with their skills on the stage, as well as showing 
you some close-up tricks from the comfort of your own chair.
Established Belfast favourites like Caolan McBride will perform alongside 
ambitious newcomers, moving the art of magic on from traditional top hats and 
bunny rabbits, and into the 21st Century.  As always, you’re sure of an intimate, 
interactive and fun-filled afternoon.  
Tickets available from www.eastbelfastartsfestival.org

Art in the Eastside 
Art Flag Bunting: Celebrate Your Area 
& Create an East Belfast Flag

Thursday 6th September 
Portview Trade Centre, 6–9pm
Saturday 8th September
Connswater Shopping Centre, 12pm–4pm

Creative Exchange will work with children, community groups and the general 
public to create a large-scale bunting of flags that will celebrate all the great 
things about East Belfast. The group will be hosting workshops during the 
festival.   People are invited to think about what is special to them. If you have 
pictures, please bring them along or just turn up as materials will be provided.  
Creative Exchange Artists’ studios, Unit B5 Portview Trade Centre will present an 
exhibition of the buntings for the month of September.  The buntings will be added 
to throughout the festival period and will be displayed in Connswater Shopping 
Centre on Saturday 8th September (exhibition may continue).
Please visit eastbelfastartsfestival.org for further information. 
This project has been kindly sponsored by Arts & Business

Street Art Workshops 
Throughout the Festival, Artist in Residence Hicks 54 from London and Belfast 
based Friz will be holding workshops with young people from the Lower Castlereagh 
Community Group and will work with East Belfast Partnership to develop art for a 
new community pocket park.  This will result in community & location inspired art in 
2 locations during the Festival – Newtownards Road & Constance Street.
This project has been supported by Lloyds TSB Foundation.



Multi-Cultural Music Workshops
with Orchardville and Beyond Skin

Working in partnership with Orchardville Society, local youth groups and 
Connswater Shopping Centre; the culture & arts organisation ‘Beyond Skin’ 
will be hosting world music composition workshops leading up to a free public 
performance at Connswater Shopping Centre on Friday 7th September at 11am.  

For further information visit www.beyondskin.net 
These workshops have been supported by Lloyds TSB Foundation and Arts Council NI.

The list of participating cafes, restaurants & bars is growing 
all the time so please visit eastbelfastartsfestival.org for 
further information & more details about the offers.

Eat Etc, 24 Belmont Rd   

Cafe Smart, 56 Belmont Rd

Rose Bowl, 59 Belmont Rd

The Streat, Unit 6 Library Court, Upper Newtownards Rd

Cafe Nosh, 64 Comber Rd

Jack’s Cafe, 52 Bloomfield Ave

Chatters, 64 Bloomfield Ave 

Lu Lu’s Coffee Shop, 20 Kings Sq, Kings Rd

Cream, Hanwood Business Park, Old Dundonald Rd

East Belfast cafes and restaurants are delighted 
to offer you an exclusive discount on presentation 
of a Translink ticket or Festival event ticket from 
Wednesday 5th – Sunday 9th September.

And while you’re waiting... for East Belfast 
Arts Festival why not check out the many 
events taking place during the West Belfast 
Festival, including one event in the East.  
2nd–12th August. www.feilebelfast.com
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