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EVENT LOCATIONS
Events will be taking place in five venues.
1. Orangefield High School, Cameronian Drive Belfast BT5 6AW (MUST be accessed from Houston Park)
2. Orangefield Park – entrances to the Park at Orangefield Lane, Grand Parade, Dunraven Park and Orby Mews
3. Strand Arts Centre, 152-154 Holywood Rd, Belfast  BT4 1NY
4. Park Avenue Hotel, 158 Holywood Rd, Belfast, BT4 1PB 
5. Shorts Sports & Recreation Club, Aircraft Park, Holywood Road, Belfast, BT4 1SL
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The Arts Council is delighted to support the EastSide Arts Festival as principal funder. 
Across this great city the arts have been a marvellous tool for building identity and 
developing community, transforming and sharing the space in which we live, in new 
and inspirational ways. I welcome this year’s varied programme of arts events - there 
is something for everyone, from young to old and everyone in between. There are also a 

number of free events which we hope will allow everyone in the East of the city to access 
and participate in the arts and benefit from that experience.  The EastSide Arts Festival 

will play a pivotal role in the life of East Belfast this year and in years to come;  
I encourage everyone to get involved and to enjoy this terrific programme of events!

Roísín McDonough, 
Chief Executive, Arts Council of Northern Ireland

Welcome



Welcome to the EastSide Arts Festival which will be taking place in Orangefield High 
School, Strand Arts Centre and other venues between Thursday 21st and Monday 25th 
August. This is the third arts festival that has been supported by East Belfast Partnership. 

The aim of the Festival, in line with the new Arts Strategy for East Belfast, is to 
celebrate the incredible creative talent, writers, artists, musicians and film-makers, 
both of the past and present, that have come out of East Belfast. With the closure 
of Orangefield School, the Festival will also highlight the artistic talent of those who 
attended and taught in the Orangefield Schools, particularly under the pioneering 
leadership of John Malone.
 
We are excited to have such legends as Van Morrison, Eric Bell, Marie Jones, Brian 
Keenan, Sam McCready, Gerald Dawe, Dan Gordon, Glenn Patterson, George Lowden, 
Donal Lunny and Anthony Cronin participating in this unique Festival. 

From the opening concert with the vocal powerhouse, Kaz Hawkins; through the 
Lyric Theatre giving us a sneak preview of Stewart Parker’s Pentecost; to the 
closing event recreating Charles Dickens’ one-man show in the Ulster Hall, and 
much, much more, we hope you will find plenty of events to enjoy.

 

As always we are immensely grateful to our funders, 
Arts Council Northern Ireland and Dept. of Culture, Arts & Leisure 

 
and our sponsors, particularly the main sponsors:  

Translink, Hewitt & Gilpin and Connswater Shopping Centre.

We will look forward to seeing you there!
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Kaz Hawkins  
Original Blues, Soul & Rock n Roll 
 
Support from Edelle McMahon & Ryan McMullan. 
8.00-10.00pm (Opening Concert)
Venue: Strand Arts Centre 
£10 per ticket (£8 concession)

Kaz Hawkins performs an exclusive debut album pre-launch concert. The official 
release date is 27th August but Kaz and her band will be giving an exclusive personal 
insight to her album especially for EastSide Arts Festival concert-goers. Awarded 
“Rising Star Award” of 2014 by the world famous Blues & Soul Magazine, Kaz will be 
heading off on her first UK Tour in September to promote the album Get Ready in which 
the title track is dedicated to East Belfast. She brings fun to every performance and 
captivates an audience with her vocal range and emotional portrayal of her life. An 
evening not to be missed.

A Matter of Sympathetic Recognition:
Education and the spirit of John Malone 
by Prof. Tony Gallagher (in partnership with Queen’s University) 

1.00-2.15pm
Venue: Orangefield High School 
FREE (booking required)

 
A special lecture by leading education expert, Prof. Tony Gallagher, Pro-Vice-Chancellor 
at Queen’s University Belfast, in memory of John Malone, the pioneering first headmaster 
of Orangefield Boys’ School. Prof. Gallagher will be introduced by Adeline Dinsmore, the 
former principal of Ashfield Girls’ High School.

Tony Gallagher is a Professor of Education and Pro-Vice-Chancellor at Queen’s University 
Belfast. He was Head of the School of Education at Queen’s from 2005 to 2010. His 
main research interest relates to the role of education in divided societies, a theme on 
which he has worked in South East Europe, the Middle East and Northern Ireland. He 
has also carried out major research into the effects of the selective system of secondary 
education in Northern Ireland and was an academic advisor to the Burns Report. He 
is currently leading the Sharing Education Programme at Queen’s University, a major 
project encouraging school collaboration between Protestant and Catholic schools, with 
the aim of promoting higher standards and reconciliation. 

Thursday 
21st August

Friday 22nd 
August

Orangefield Days on Film
 
2.30-4.00pm 
Venue: Orangefield High School 
FREE (booking required)
 
Unique old film footage of the school in its heyday, including the football team in the 
1960s; a film shot in 1977 of class 1PA at Whinlands; and other short films featuring 
Junior School pupils from 1970-1972 made in the school grounds, Orangefield House 
and on location at Shaw’s Bridge, which are a light-hearted look at historical events 
such as Custer and the Little Big Horn, and the Boyne. 

John Malone Memorial Lecture



 
RMS Titanic
An evening with Dónal Lunny, Anthony 
Cronin & guests 

7.30-9.00pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre 
In partnership with Féile an Phobail  
& Strand Arts Centre
Tickets: £10 (£8 concession)

A reading by Anthony Cronin of ‘RMS Titanic’, which has been described as the 
best epic poem of the 20th century, has been combined with bespoke music 
written specially by acclaimed traditional Irish musician Dónal Lunny - performed 
with Allison Sleator and Graham Henderson.  The evening will showcase fantastic 
Irish music and literary talent and celebrate the legacy of the Titanic alongside 
the artists’ current works. Strand Arts Centre’s location and architectural 
links to the shipyard means it is the perfect venue to host such an event. 

Dónal Lunny is a legendary Irish folk guitarist and bouzouki player who has played 
with all the greatest Irish singers and musicians. He has been at the forefront 
of the evolution of Irish traditional music for more than 35 years and was a key 
player within the renaissance of the Irish folk tradition, playing with Planxty, The 
Bothy Band,  Moving Hearts, Altan and  Emmet Spiceland. Anthony Cronin is a 
leading Irish poet and biographer.

My Mother-City
Poetry & Prose with Gerald Dawe 

6.00-7.30pm
Venue: Orangefield High School 
Tickets: £5 (£4 concession) 

Gerald Dawe, poet, essayist and Professor of English at Trinity College Dublin, in discussion 
with Damian Smyth, fellow-poet and director of literature at the Arts Council for Northern 
Ireland. Gerald will read from his poems and acclaimed writings about Belfast and school-
life in the sixties when he was a pupil at Orangefield. 

Gerald Dawe attended Orangefield during the mid-late 1960s. After graduating from 
the University of Ulster he worked as a librarian in the Fine Arts Department of Belfast 
Central Library. He received a research award and moved to Galway in 1974 where 
he studied and taught at the National University of Ireland until 1988 when he was 
appointed Lecturer in English at Trinity College, Dublin, where he is now Professor 
of English and Fellow and founder-director of the Oscar Wilde Centre. Gerald has 
published 8 collections of poems with Gallery Press, including Sunday School (1991), 
The Morning Train (1995), Lake Geneva (2003), Points West (2008), Selected Poems 
(2012) and, forthcoming, Mickey Finn’s Air (2014). He has also published numerous 
collections of essays including the acclaimed study of Belfast, My Mother-City (2007).

(Those attending the “My Mother-City” event who have Van Morrison tickets will gain 
admittance to the concert before other ticket-holders)

Sharing our  
Orangefield Stories
4.15-5.45pm
Venue: Orangefield High School 
FREE (booking required)

Discussion amongst ex-pupils and teachers: What can be learnt for today from the 
experiences and achievements of Orangefield pupils of the past? We would like to hear 
from as many ex-pupils and teachers as possible. Do come along.

Friday 22nd 
August

https://www.google.co.uk/search?espv=2&biw=1366&bih=628&q=planxty&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGOovnz8BQMDgzkHnxCXfq6-gWGBhUFlthInmF1kZB6vJZOdbKWfW1qcmayfXpRfWhCfm5qblFpkBeZYzfT27ltgvKz_-IPVbBkrS4T1dTgAy8Lb7VQAAAA&sa=X&ei=YLSYU-6ZIayg7Ab0-4CQBQ&sqi=2&ved=0CKQBEJsTKAIwFQ
https://www.google.co.uk/search?espv=2&biw=1366&bih=628&q=the+bothy+band&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGOovnz8BQMDgzkHnxCXfq6-gWGBhUFlthIniG2SnWJkoSWTnWyln1tanJmsn16UX1oQn5uam5RaZAXmWG3qTZKS3MYmxNvtZf1vQbv5nlM7AW2Vai5UAAAA&sa=X&ei=YLSYU-6ZIayg7Ab0-4CQBQ&sqi=2&ved=0CKUBEJsTKAMwFQ
https://www.google.co.uk/search?espv=2&biw=1366&bih=628&q=the+bothy+band&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGOovnz8BQMDgzkHnxCXfq6-gWGBhUFlthIniG2SnWJkoSWTnWyln1tanJmsn16UX1oQn5uam5RaZAXmWG3qTZKS3MYmxNvtZf1vQbv5nlM7AW2Vai5UAAAA&sa=X&ei=YLSYU-6ZIayg7Ab0-4CQBQ&sqi=2&ved=0CKUBEJsTKAMwFQ
https://www.google.co.uk/search?espv=2&biw=1366&bih=628&q=moving+hearts&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGOovnz8BQMDgzkHnxCXfq6-gWGBhUFlthIniG2SZGperiWTnWyln1tanJmsn16UX1oQn5uam5RaZAXmWNT4Tj55xjdCOKEopTs29NMlf3EGAOTK3fNUAAAA&sa=X&ei=YLSYU-6ZIayg7Ab0-4CQBQ&sqi=2&ved=0CKYBEJsTKAQwFQ
https://www.google.co.uk/search?espv=2&biw=1366&bih=628&q=altan&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGOovnz8BQMDgzkHnxCXfq6-gWGBhUFlthIniG2cl5VtoiWTnWyln1tanJmsn16UX1oQn5uam5RaZAXmiO-Yq7w3vlc980DVGsPzs3si8p6YAwA2RyMjVAAAAA&sa=X&ei=YLSYU-6ZIayg7Ab0-4CQBQ&sqi=2&ved=0CKcBEJsTKAUwFQ
https://www.google.co.uk/search?espv=2&biw=1366&bih=628&q=emmet+spiceland&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGOovnz8BQMDgwUHnxCXfq6-gWGBhUFlthKEXWZWkp6tJZOdbKWfW1qcmayfXpRfWhCfm5qblFpkBea8e93k93gv_xQW_RrjoB9rGZ_va7wIACRFd5VVAAAA&sa=X&ei=YLSYU-6ZIayg7Ab0-4CQBQ&sqi=2&ved=0CKgBEJsTKAYwFQ


Van Morrison at Orangefield
8.00-10.00pm (Doors 7.30pm / Seating unallocated)    
For ex-Orangefield pupils and teachers only. 
Venue: Orangefield High School 
Tickets: £25  SOLD OUT

International musical legend Van Morrison performs in the Assembly Hall for ex-
pupils and teachers of his old school. It was well over fifty years ago that a teenage 
Van Morrison walked out of the gates of Orangefield Boys’ School for the last time. 
Since then he has become one of the most respected and successful musicians and 
songwriters of his generation, with a huge international fan base and a myriad of 
fellow musicians who cite him as both an influence and an inspiration. 

Before he left Orangefield, a 14 year old Van and a couple of his Hyndford Street 
friends performed at the school concert as Midnight Special. This summer he returns 
for the first time to his former school to play three intimate concerts in the school 
assembly hall. While the Saturday night show will be open to the public,  Friday & 
Sunday will be special nights with the audience consisting of former pupils and 
teachers of the school, including many who themselves have forged careers as artists 
on the international stage. This will be a truly unique occasion, never to be repeated. 

Friday 22nd 
August

When I was a young boy 
Back in Orangefield 
I used to gaze out 
My classroom window and dream 
And then go home and listen to 
Ray sing 
“I believe to my soul” after school, 
Oh that love that was within me 
You know it carried me through 
Well it lifted me up and it filled me 
Meditation contemplation too

Got To Go Back 
by Van Morrison

Van Morrison Walking Tour
1.00-2.30pm 
Departing: Orangefield Park entrance at Grand 
Parade (tour will return to this point) 
FREE (booking required)

Join your guide and journey on foot through the East Belfast of Van Morrison’s youth. This 
1hr 30min walking tour is a wonderful opportunity for you to visit some of the places that 
Morrison knew as a child growing up in this part of Belfast. On this tour you will learn 
about the many places and people who are referenced in Morrison’s lyrics and music.

George Lowden 
5.30-7.00pm 
Venue: Orangefield High School 
Tickets: £5 (£4 concession)

 
The  legendary guitar-maker talks about his career and how he manages to create the 
distinctive Lowden guitar sound, loved by the top acoustic players around the world.

Saturday  
23rd August



The WISH project  1.00-5.00pm 
In partnership with Creative Exchange

The Wish project is a cross-community, confidence building programme that celebrates 
aspirations for the future of communities across East Belfast. Each participant will 
make three wishes for themselves and their community that will be artworked by artist 
Deirdre Robb to form a vibrant ‘Wishing Garden’ Installation. 

Grant Goldie presents “That Man” 1.30pm

“That Man” is a celebration of movement and manipulation, combined with skilfully 
constructed quirky skits.  Charming and full of energy, “That Man” weaves his way 
with perfect balance and pinpoint precision through a series of tight routines, and 
sublime audience interaction. Everyone is involved as laughter is effortlessly pulled 
from the air.  “That Man” is a non-verbal, fully interactive, highly skilled piece of 
fantastic street theatre.  Engaging, versatile and wholesome entertainment.

 
Music in Orangefield Park  2.30-3.30pm

Music in the Park by local performers to suit a variety of musical tastes.

 
Babcock and Bobbins 3.30pm
 
A traditional circus show, which incorporates a good mix of slapstick comedy and 
circus skills including fire juggling, giraffe unicycle, stilt walking, rola bola and fire 
breathing. There are plenty of opportunities for audience participation and it is an 
experience that the whole family can enjoy.

 

Van Morrison in Concert  
Live in the Orangefield Assembly Hall  

8.00-10.00pm (Doors 7.30pm / Seating unallocated) 
Venue: Orangefield High School
Open to the general public 
Tickets: £85 (no concessions) 

ORANGEFIELD PARK  
CELEBRATION  
with Connswater Community Greenway

Saturday 1.00-5.00pm
Orangefield Park
Free events (no booking required) 

Come along to Orangefield Park and celebrate the completion of the first section of the 
Connswater Community Greenway (CCG) and East Belfast Flood Alleviation Scheme, from 
Clarawood to Grand Parade. The Knock River has moved and the park has been extended 
and improved with new bridges, paths, ponds and planting. Please come along and enjoy 
the Greenway for a fun afternoon of song, cycling, street theatre and family activities.

Orangefield  
Park 
Celebration
Events:

Saturday  
23rd August

For more information on events and 
activities taking place in Orangefield 
Park on Saturday 23rd August please 
visit: www.communitygreenway.co.uk

http://www.communitygreenway.co.uk/


EASTSIDE FILMS
A festival of films by East Belfast writers and producers, 
with special guests, in the  Strand Arts Centre.

Blind Flight

1.00-2.45pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
£5 per ticket (£4 concession)

An award-winning feature film from 2003 portraying Brian Keenan (who wrote the 
screenplay) and John McCarthy’s hostage ordeal in Beirut. Brian will be available for 
questions afterwards.

Brian Keenan in conversation  
with Glenn Patterson

3.00-4.30pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
£5 per ticket (£4 concession) 

Brian Keenan was born in East Belfast and attended Orangefield Boys’ School. He has 
degrees in English and Anglo-Irish Literature. He became a lecturer at The American 
University of Beirut and was taken hostage in 1986. Four and half years later, following 
his release, he wrote An Evil Cradling, which won The Irish Times Irish Literature 
Award for non-fiction, Time Life P.E.N Award, The Ewart-Biggs Memorial Prize and The 
Christopher Award in New York. He is also the author of the novel, Turlough, about 
the blind Irish harper O’Carolan, and two travel books, Between Extremes (with John 
McCarthy) and Four Quarters of Light, an Alaskan journey. His most recent book is I’ll 
Tell Me Ma, a childhood memoir of East Belfast. His next project will be a book of short 

stories set in contemporary Lebanon. He lives in Dublin with his family. 

Special offer: tickets for both the Brian Keenan events together 
are available for £8 (£6 concession)

Somme Journey 
In Memory of David Ervine

4.45-6.15pm
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
FREE (booking required)

A moving and controversial documentary film with the late David Ervine (a former 
pupil of Orangefield) and Tom Hartley’s visit to the WW1 war graves at the Somme, 
introduced by producer, and ex-Orangefield teacher, Moore Sinnerton. This showing 
will be followed by the presentation of the David Ervine Award.

Stewart Parker’s Pentecost
A rehearsed reading

6.30-8.30pm
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
Tickets: £5 (£4 concession)

We are privileged to get a sneak preview of the Lyric Theatre’s new production of East 
Belfast playwright, Stewart Parker’s most powerful play, Pentecost, with this rehearsed 
reading by the cast which will be performing it in the Lyric in September.  Written in 1987, 
the play is set during the Loyalist Workers Council’s strike in 1974.  

Marian has sold her business and moves into a working-class parlour-house. Her hopes 
for a safe haven are shattered when she finds herself stuck with estranged husband 
Lenny, his muesli-chomping friend Peter, and her best friend Ruth who is fleeing from 
an abusive husband. They work out their own personal crises, their relationships to each 
other, the world outside and to the past, while trying to envisage a future beyond bombs 
and reprisals. Only Marian is aware of the ghost of Lily Matthews.

Stewart Parker was inspired to write poetry and plays by his teacher John Malone, who 
brought him back to teach some drama classes in Orangefield. 

Saturday  
23rd August

Willard 

9.00-10.45pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
£5 Per Ticket (£4 concession)

“Brilliantly realised horror film” (Washington Post) starring Crispin Glover, based on 
the Ratman’s Notebooks, written by East Belfast writer Stephen Gilbert. The film will 
be introduced by his son, Tom Gilbert.



Date & Time Event Venue
Thursday 21st August

8.00-10.00pm Kaz Hawkins (Opening Concert)

Tickets: £10 (£8 concession)

Strand Arts Centre

Friday 22nd August

1.00–2.15pm John Malone Memorial lecture by Prof. Tony Gallagher
FREE (booking required)

Orangefield High School

2.30–4.00pm Orangefield Days on Film 
FREE (booking required)

Orangefield High School

4.15–5.45pm  Sharing our Orangefield Stories
FREE (booking required)

Orangefield High School

6.00–7.30pm My Mother-City, Gerald Dawe
Tickets: £5 (£4 concession)

Orangefield High School

7.30–9.00pm RMS Titanic, Anthony Cronin and Dónal Lunny, 
Tickets: £10 (£8 concession)

Strand Arts Centre

8.00–10.00pm SOLD OUT Van Morrison Concert (ex-pupils & teachers only)
Tickets: £25

Orangefield High School

Saturday 23rd August

1.00–2.45pm Blind Flight, with Brian Keenan 
Ticket: £5 (£4 concession)

Strand Arts Centre

1.00–2.30pm Van Morrison Walking Tour
FREE (booking required)

Orangefield Park

1.00–5.00pm The WISH Project Visual art in Orangefield Park
FREE (no booking required)

Orangefield Park

1.30pm Grant Goldie presents “That Man”
FREE (no booking required)

Orangefield Park

2.30–3.30pm Music in Orangefield Park 
FREE (no booking required)

Orangefield Park

3.30–4.30pm Babcock & Bobbins 
FREE (no booking required)

Orangefield Park

3.00–4.30pm Brian Keenan in conversation with author Glenn 
Patterson. Ticket: £5 (£4 concession) 

Strand Arts Centre

4.45–6.15pm Somme Journey + David Ervine Award
FREE (booking required)

Strand Arts Centre

5.30–7.00pm George Lowden
Tickets: £5 (£4 concession)

Orangefield High School

6.30–8.30pm Stewart Parker’s Pentecost: A rehearsed reading
Tickets: £5 (£4 concession)

Strand Arts Centre

7.00–8.45pm Good Vibrations film: intro by Glenn Patterson
Ticket: £5 (£4 concession)

Strand Arts Centre

8.00–10.00pm Van Morrison public concert 
£85 (no concessions)

Orangefield High School

8.30–11.00pm Songs & Music of WW1 & WW2
£8 

Shorts Sports & Recreational Club

9.00–10.45pm Willard
Tickets: £5 (£4 concession)

Strand Arts Centre

Date & Time Event Venue
Sunday 24th August

1.00–2.15pm How the East was Sung. Intro by Stuart Baillie
FREE (booking required)

Strand Arts Centre

2.30–4.00pm Stewart Parker’s High Pop with Stuart Baillie
Tickets: £6 (£4 concession)

Strand Arts Centre

4.30–5.30pm Stewart Parker: Playwright documentary intro by 
Seamus McKee / FREE (booking required)

Strand Arts Centre

5.45–6.45pm Stewart Parker: Iris in the Traffic, Ruby in the Rain
FREE (booking required)

Strand Arts Centre

7.00–8.30pm December Bride
Tickets: £5 (£4 concession)

Strand Arts Centre

8.00–10.00pm Van Morrison Concert (ex-pupils & teachers only)
Tickets: £25

Orangefield High School

Monday 25th August

1.00–4.00pm Love Music, Hate Racism: Family friendly event 
FREE (booking required)

Strand Arts Centre

3.30–4.30pm Farewell to Mersey Street intro by Dan Gordon
FREE (booking required)

Strand Arts Centre

3.30–4.30pm The John Malone Effect: a talk by Dr. Robert Crone
Free (booking required)

Orangefield High School

4.00–6.30pm To Kill a Mockingbird screening with discussion
Tickets: £5 (£3 concession)

Strand Arts Centre

5.00–6.30pm Marie Jones interviewed by Dan Gordon 
Tickets: £8 (£6 concession) 

Orangefield High School

8.00–9.30pm Sam McCready, Charles Dickens in Ulster Hall
£8 per ticket (£6 Concession)

Strand Arts Centre

8.30–11.00pm(doors open at 8.00pm) Orangefield Blues night with Eric Bell (of Thin 
Lizzy), Blackwood and Alan McKelvey Band
Tickets: £8 (£6 concession)

Orangefield High School

Throughout the Festival

Exhibition of paintings  
FREE (no booking required)

Orangefield High School

Revisioning—a photograqphic exploration 
by Lynne Connolly. FREE (no booking required)

Orangefield High School

Display of old Orangefield photographs 
FREE (no booking required)

Orangefield High School

Festival
at a Glance...



Good Vibrations

7.00 – 8.45pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
£5 Per Ticket (£4 concession)

This inspiring 2013 UK film, with strong East Belfast connections, celebrates the rise 
of punk music in Belfast, centred around the life of Terri Hooley. It was written by 
novelist Glenn Patterson and Colin Carberry; and directed by Lisa Barros D’Sa and Glenn 
Leyburn. It stars Adrian Dunbar, Richard Dormer, Jodie Whittacker, Karl Johnson, Liam 
Cunningham and Dylan Moran. The film will be introduced by Glenn Patterson.

Stewart Parker’s High Pop

2.30-4.00pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
Tickets: £6 per ticket (£4 concession)

Radio Ulster presenter and writer, Stuart Baillie, plays popular music from the 1970s 
and reads from Stewart Parker’s perceptive and often humorous reviews of them.

Stewart Parker: Playwright  
4.30-5.30pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
FREE (booking required)

A BBCNI 1984 documentary which reflects on Parker’s work and career,  introduced 
by BBC broadcaster, Seamus McKee. In association with BBC Community Archive

Stewart Parker’s  
Iris in the Traffic, Ruby in the Rain

5.45-6.45pm
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
FREE (booking required)

Parker’s 1981 BBC Play for Today dealing with the social and political issues 
in Belfast communities, with an evocative soundtrack by Stiff Little Fingers.  
Starring leading actress Frances Tomelty and Jake Burns of Stiff Little Fingers.  
In association with BBC Community Archive

Sunday 24th 
August

How the East was Sung

1.00-2.15pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
FREE (booking required) 

Beautiful documentary film about the music of East Belfast, particularly its most 
famous musical son, written and presented by Stuart Baillie, CEO of the Oh Yeah 
Centre and acclaimed music journalist, biographer, documentary-maker and BBC 
presenter, who will introduce the film. 
In association with BBC Community Archive

EASTSIDE 
FILMS Cont’d

December Bride 
7.00-8.30pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
Tickets: £5 (£4 concession)

“One of the best ever Irish films”, starring Ciaran Hynds, Saskia Reeves & Donal 
McCann, based on the novel of the same name by the late East Belfast writer and 
broadcaster Sam Hanna Bell, introduced by his son, Fergus Hanna Bell.

￼

Songs and Music of WW1 & WW2
presented by the ‘Belfast Big Swing Band’ 

8.30-11.00pm 
Venue: Shorts Sports & Recreation Club
Tickets: £8

This East Belfast Based jazz/swing band have spent 24 years committed to the 
performance and nurture of Big Band Swing and Jazz music. They are guaranteed 
to have you dancing your socks off to a rousing set of timeless classics from Count 
Basie, Glen Millar, and Duke Ellington. Feel free to dress old style! All guests will get 
an old-style poke of chips during the evening.



The John Malone Effect
A talk by Dr. Robert Crone

3.30 – 4.30pm
Venue: Orangefield High School
Free (booking required) 

Robert Crone was a pupil of Orangefield Boys’ School and a graduate of Queen’s 
University Belfast and the University of Ulster. He was a field officer with the Schools 
Curriculum Project and Schools Support Service directed by John Malone, with whom he 
co-authored Continuities in Education, NFER 1979, and The Human Curriculum, Farset 
Press, 1983. He was a vice principal at Laurelhill School, Lisburn where he taught for 
twenty seven years.

Monday 25th 
August

Van Morrison at Orangefield
8.00-10.00pm  (Doors 7.30pm / Seating unallocated)     
(for ex-Orangefield pupils and teachers only) 
Venue: Orangefield High School 
Tickets: £25   

Sunday 24th 
August

Love Music, Hate Racism
Family Fun afternoon

1.00-4.00pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
FREE (booking required)
 (The event is free, but for a £1 donation you will receive a LMHRNI wristband.)

Love Music Hate Racism NI celebrating its 10th anniversary presents: A celebration of 
diversity, multicultural art, music and film in East Belfast. Meet and be entertained by 
local and world musicians. Take part in music workshops, listen to live music, drumming  
and join in the fun.  In partnership with Strand Arts Centre.

Farewell to Mersey Street
3.30-4.30pm
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
FREE (booking required)

Introduced by East Belfast actor and writer Dan Gordon, who wrote and presented this 
affectionate film about his roots in east Belfast and the people of Mersey Street. In 
association with BBC Northern Ireland. Dan Gordon is probably best known for his role as 
the lovable psychopath Red Hand Luke in the television series Give my Head Peace, but 
he also has a serious reputation as a talented actor and writer. His performance in Marie 
Jones’s one man show, A Night to Remember was a major contribution to the Irish stage. 
He also wrote the two-hander The Boat Factory, which received rave reviews and toured 
in Britain, Ireland and New York.



Charles Dickens in the 
Ulster Hall  
8.00–9.30pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
Tickets: £8 (£6 Concession)  

One-man show with Sam McCready who recreates the unforgettable performances of the 
great English writer when he visited Belfast. In partnership with Strand Arts Centre.
“Charles Dickens bounds on stage, face alight, arms open wide to receive the adoration of 
his audience… Turning to face the assembled masses, he leans into the crowd – shaking 
hands, smiling, exchanging greetings and private asides. He has instilled in each person 
the belief that, in this brief moment of contact with the literary master, he or she is the only 
audience member who matters in this packed room. In return, they hang on his every word 
and gesture. There’s no doubting it, the man is a superstar”. This is the Belfast that Charles 
Dickens visited three times to give celebrated readings from his novels and short stories”.
In tribute to one of the greatest writers in the English language, Sam McCready has created 
another of his classic one-man shows, directed by his wife, Joan. He imbues Dickens’s 
return to Belfast not only with a shared sense of genuine delight but also with the kind of 
witty observations only an insider could muster.
Sam McCready was a drama teacher at Orangefield Boys’ School and is an internationally 
respected actor, theatre director, teacher, painter and author. 

Orangefield Blues Night
8.30–11.00pm (doors at 8.00pm) 
Venue: Orangefield High School
Tickets: £8 (£6 concession)

An exciting night of blues with stunning East Belfast musicians who attended 
Orangefield Boys’ School, including Eric Bell (of Thin Lizzy fame), the Alan McKelvey 
Band and the amazing Blackwood.

Eric Bell is from East Belfast and attended Orangefield Boys’ School. Having 
taught himself guitar from records, he played with various groups and showbands 
before joining ‘Them’ until Van Morrison left for America. He later formed Thin Lizzy 
with Phil Lynott and 3 years later joined the band of Jimi Hendrix’s bass player, Noel 
Redding. Then he played with a blues band, ‘Mainsqueeze’, backing blues legend Bo 
Diddley.  Eric is now living in West Cork. 

The Alan McKelvey Band is made up of ex-Orangefield pupil Alan McKelvey 
on guitar & vocals; with Glenn Gray on drums; and Gordon Thompson on Hammond 

organ, keyboards & vocals

Blackwoodis a dynamic blues/rock band consisting of Sam Davidson - Vocals/
Lead Guitar and Lyn McMullan – Drums, who both went to Orangefield Boys’ School 
and Laurence Dugan - Bass Guitar. 

To Kill a Mockingbird
In partnership with LoveMusicHateRacism NI and Strand 
Arts Centre (with special guests to discuss the film)

4.00–6.30pm 
Venue: Strand Arts Centre
Tickets: £5 (£3 concession)

Earlier this year it was reported that Education Secretary Michael Gove was planning to 
drop classics of American literature, including Harper Lee’s  To Kill a Mockingbird  and 
John Steinbeck’s  Of Mice and Men, from the English literature GCSE syllabus. This 
announcement sparked a huge debate about the importance of these books and the impact 
and educational value they have on children.  The book and film tell the story of Finch, the 
middle-aged lawyer who defends a black man accused of raping a white girl. The action 
unfolds through the eyes of his perceptive six-year-old daughter Scout, and explores issues 
of race, class and the loss of innocence. It has been described as a life changing read, 
and the 1962 movie starring Gregory Peck won six awards including Academy and Golden 
Globe awards. As part of the day's activities we will be screening this film classic, and 
encouraging discussion on the use of art and film in exploring the issues raised in the film.

Marie Jones
5.00–6.30pm 
Venue: Orangefield High School
£8 per ticket (£6 concession) 

Internationally acclaimed East Belfast playwright and ex-Orangefield Girls’ School pupil, 
Marie Jones, is interviewed by actor and writer Dan Gordon (most famous for his role as 
loveable psychopath Red Hand Luke in Give my Head Peace), and performs scenes from her 
hilarious and hugely successful plays, with two leading local actors. 
From her wide range of plays for theatre and television, she is probably best-known 
for Stones in His Pockets, based on the impact of a film company shooting a movie 
in a small Irish village, which won an Olivier Award in 2001 and was performed on 
Broadway; A Night in November, Women on the verge of HRT and Fly Me To The Moon. 
She also co-wrote Dancing Shoes: The George Best Story with Martin Lynch in 2010. 
Her new Christmas play Mistletoe & Crime, directed by Dan Gordon, will be presented 
in the Lyric Theatre from this November.

￼

Monday 25th 
August



DETAILS
& INFORMATION

Festival Information
Tickets for all events are available from:  

Strand Arts Centre 152-154 Holywood Rd, Belfast, County Antrim BT4 1NY Tel: 028 9065 5830.  
They can be booked by phone or online through: www.strandartscentre.com or www.eastsidearts.net.
For more information visit www.eastsidearts.net;  
like us on Facebook facebook.com/eastsidearts; or follow us on Twitter@EastSideArtsBel.

If you want to get in touch, our contact details are as follows:
Festival Office Avalon House 278 Newtownards Road Belfast BT4 1HE. Tel: 02890451900
Roger Courtney – Festival Director – roger@eastbelfastpartnership.org  Mobile: 07775687386
Kezia Power – Assistant Arts Officer – kezia@eastbelfastpartnership.org  Direct Line: 02890467905

Travel with Translink to East Side Arts Festival

• Click www.translink.co.uk or call 028 90 66 66 30 to plan your journey
• Use Translink Metro 3 (Holywood Road), 4 (Upper Newtownards Road) and 5a (Orangefield) bus services or NI Railways services 	
	 to Sydenham in East Belfast
• Translink Metro 20/20a/23 and 28 take you directly to Strand Arts Centre
• Translink Tickets: Why not purchase a Translink Metro Day Ticket or Metro Family Day Ticket and explore the East of the city?
• Translink Metro Day Ticket £3.20 after 9.30am (Mon -Sat) and all day Sunday offers unlimited travel for one day on board 		
	 Metro bus services across Belfast
• Translink Metro Family Day Ticket £9 offering unlimited travel for one day for up to 2 adults and 4 children on board Metro bus 		
	 services across Belfast
• Or enjoy a third-off NI Railways day return train tickets after 9.30am

 
Volunteering
We depend on a team of volunteers to help throughout the festival. If you have even a few hours free over the August Bank Holiday 
weekend 21-25 August, please get in touch with Sean Brannigan Email: sean@eastbelfastpartnership.org or call 028 9046 7925. 
Briefing will be provided.

Festival Charity
The charity for EastSide Arts Festival is Barnardo’s and there will be various opportunities during the Festival to support their 
important work with children. 

THROUGHOUT THE 
FESTIVAL...

Visual Art
Exhibition Venue: Orangefield High School
FREE (no booking required)

An exhibition of work will be held in association with the Festival to celebrate the 
range of artistic talent associated with Orangefield Boys’ School during its history. 
Alongside a portrait by Neil Shawcross of past headmaster John Malone, work by a 
number of past teachers will also be displayed, including Rowland Davidson, Helen 
Kerr and Sam McCready. These will be shown alongside the work of former pupils of 
the school who have enjoyed successful careers as artists, including Ken Hamilton 
and Colin Watson, who will be exhibiting three drawings made to illustrate The Poets’ 
Wives by David Park.

Revisioning
 a photographic exploration of Orangefield
 by Lynne Connolly

Exhibition Venue: Orangefield High School
FREE (no booking required)

Lynne Connolly, an ex-pupil of Orangefield Girls’ School, will be using time-lapse and 
3d techniques to produce work especially for the East Belfast Festival at Orangefield 
School. The work will explore memory and location in relation to the school. In 
particular the exhibition of photographic work will play with ideas of memory and 
time and question the idea of a collective memory.

Festival Club
Venue: Park Avenue Hotel
FREE (no booking required)

A Festival Club will operate each night from 10pm to midnight in the Park Avenue 
Hotel throughout the Festival. There will be live entertainment.

The visual arts exhibition is kindly 
sponsored by McCadden 

The Festival club is kindly sponsored by 
the  Park Avenue Hotel 

‘In Co. Kerry’ by Sam McCready



MON-FRI 9-9  SAT 9-6  SUN 1-5
www.connswater.co.uk

OVER 60 STORES
+ FREE PARKING

Connswater Shopping Centre and Retail Park
is once again delighted to be supporting
the arts in East Belfast. Good luck for 2014!

COUNT ON
CONNSWATER

www.parkavenuehotel .co.uk
158 Holywood Road, Be l fast . BT4 1PB -  TEL : 028 9065 6520  

* Terms & condit ions apply ; offer  avai lable  Mon -  Sun (5 .30pm -  7 .00pm & excludes Bank 
& Publ ic  Hol idays) . Some dishes may incur  a  supplement charge . Pr ice  shown is  per  person.

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

MOVIE
MEAL DEAL

£12.50*
PER PERSON

Enjoy a main course with 
tea or coffee & admission 
to a movie of your choice



Life’s better  
when you can relax, catch up and save.
#translinklifesbetter



SAT 2 AUGUST, FALLS PARK 

SAT 9 AUGUST, FALLS PARK

BOYZONE

Tickets on sale ticketmaster.ie
028 9031 3440   www.feilebelfast.com 

DANCE NIGHT 
Fri 1 August - £20, Falls Park

JUICY M

LAIDBACK LUKE

Soul II Soul (ft Jazzie B & Caron Wheeler) & Paul Young

SUNDAY 3 AUGUST - £20, FALLS PARK

Comedy Night Jason Manford 
THURS 7 AUGUST - £15, FALLS PARK

PLUS BLASTERJAXX, D.O.D,
THE SELECTER, FRANCES BLACK, 
WOLFE TONES AND MORE

Festival of the People and Summer School

£25
TICKETS
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C.S. Lewis

Twitter@CSLewisFest  |  Facebook/CSLewisFestival

www.communitygreenway.co.uk/CSLewisFestival

20th- 23rd November 2014




