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Welcome to the 2017 
C.S. Lewis Festival
Our theme for the 2017 C.S. Lewis Festival  
is Surprised by Joy.
Lewis’ early autobiography, outlining his journey from atheism to 

religious belief is named Surprised by Joy and while it is, in some 

senses, a book focusing on theology and philosophy, throughout its 

chapters Lewis continuously returns to a simpler quest 

the need to find joy in the midst of life’s circumstances. Here, 

he outlines his early fondness for nature, books, music and 

companionship. 

These are difficult days we live in. It seems as if the world is in constant 

turmoil and yet, even on our darkest days, we are often surprised by 

unexpected moments of beauty and hope, profundity and joy. Our 

programme this year seeks to create opportunities for all those who 

attend the festival to be surprised by joy. We’ve curated a series of 

readings, talks, concerts, films and workshops which take a surprising 

look at the world we currently live in. We hope you’ll be challenged and 

inspired. We hope you’ll be entertained. We hope you’ll be encouraged 

to seek out your own moments of creativity, wonder and hope long 

after the festival has ended. We understand, as C.S. Lewis understood, 

that joy is a very sticky thing, “that anyone who has experienced it will 
want it again.” 

Jan Carson
Curator

2017

C.S. Lewis

EastSide Arts would like to acknowledge the support 

of National Lottery funding through our principal 

funder, the Arts Council of Northern Ireland. erdeeerdee
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Venue  EastSide Gallery
Admission  Free. No booking required

Colin McGookin was born in Belfast and graduated in Fine Art from 

the Belfast College of Art. Within a few years of leaving college, he 

was a founder member of Queen Street Studios in 1984.  Elected 

to the Royal Ulster Academy in 1989, he won the Conor Prize the 

same year.  He has also been a winner of the Allied Irish Bank 

‘Better Ireland’ Award and the Claremorris Open. He has exhibited 

extensively across Ireland, the UK, USA and the Far East.

The Joy of Eastern Compositions
by Colin McGookin

Date/Time  2 November – 2 December 
Venue  ArtisAnn Gallery
Admission  Free. No booking required

Ciarán Harper graduated in Fine Art from the Ulster University, 

Belfast, in 2016. After a successful sell-out degree show, including 

winning the prestigious Carson McDowell Award, Ciaran has gone 

from strength to strength, with a piece of his work purchased for 

Arts Council of Northern Ireland permanent collection. Within 

his work, oil paint is united on canvas with raw mediums such as 

wax or plaster, adding dynamism and depth.  Collage and found 

imagery are both an integral part of his practice, accompanied with 

harmonious and contrasting imagined elements.

Solo Exhibition by Ciarán Harper

“My earliest aesthetic experiences… were already incurab ly 
romantic, not formal .” C.S. Lewis
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Date/Time Saturday 18 November 10am – 2pm 
Venue Sydenham Methodist Church
Admission Free. No booking required.

Craft, stories, exploring and other activities for children aged 4-11. 

A session will last 25 minutes, repeated 7 times between 10am 

and 2pm.  There will be a maximum of 20 children in each session.  

Alongside the Narnia Storytelling event there will be a grand fayre 

and refreshments in the church hall.

For more information contact Tanita at tanitarobson@hotmail.co.uk

Narnia Storytelling

Date/Time Saturday 18 November 12pm
Venue Strand Arts Centre
Admission Free. Pre-booking recommended 
To Book  www.strandartscentre.com

Perfect for grandparents and grandkids, this much-loved Disney 

Pixar classic follows the adventures of Carl Fredricksen who travels 

to Paradise Falls in his home equipped with balloons, inadvertently 

taking a young stow-away. Together they learn how to enjoy life 

again after difficult times.  Presented in partnership with Cruse 

Bereavement. Come early or stay afterwards for a free facilitated 

craft workshop, see Worry Tree (page 3).

UP

“At the age of six, seven and eight I was living 
almost entirely in my imagination.” C.S. Lewis
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Date/Time Saturday 18 November 1.30pm – 2.30pm 
Venue Strand Arts Centre 
Admission Free. Drop-in

The worry tree helps us deal with worrying thoughts. We can spend 

many hours a day worrying about the past, the present and the 

future.  Working with artist Deirdre Robb, the worry tree is a project 

that allows the public to off-load their worries and fears which frees 

your mind to let positive thoughts inspire and refresh you. 

Worry Tree

Date/Time Saturday 18 November 2pm – 3pm 
Venue Strand Presbyterian Church
Admission £5 for one child + their grown-up
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

Little Folk on Tour is a fun-filled exploration of music and movement 

perfectly suited for your energetic under 6’s. Join Kyle Riley as 

he leads children and their grown-ups through a variety of music 

that gets you singing, jumping and shaking. Make big sounds with 

percussive instruments, sway with a colourful scarf and float with 

the bubbles in this hugely engaging musical session. 

Little Folk on Tour



..for up to 2 Adults 
and 4 Children

Now available 
Monday to Friday 
after 9.30am and 
all day Saturday 
and SundayCo
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after 9.30am and
all day Saturday 
and SundayCo
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Family & Friends 
Ticket just

£22!
Unlimited day travel on 
ALL bus & rail services 
within Northern Ireland

Unlimited day travel 
on ALL Metro services 

Metro Family 
Day Ticket 

£9
#smartmovers
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Date/Time Saturday 18 November 2pm - 4pm 
Venue Strand Arts Centre
Admission £8 per child (also includes free entry for one 

adult + one child to A Monster Calls screening).
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

A facilitated workshop led by experienced illustrator Conor Coyle, 

suitable for young people aged 11-16.

Illustration Workshop

Date/Time Saturday 18 November 4pm 
Venue Strand Arts Centre
Admission Free. Pre-booking recommended
To Book www.strandartscentre.com

Exploring this year’s Festival theme, Surprised by Joy, this fantastic 

film starring Liam Neeson and Sigourney Weaver follows a young 

boy as he seeks to come to terms with his mother’s terminal illness. 

Based on the much-loved book by Patrick Ness, the film also includes 

some beautiful animated sequences and is captivating from start to 

finish. This film is presented in partnership with Cruse Bereavement. 

A Monster Calls
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Date/Time Saturday 18 November 3pm - 4pm 
Venue Maitri Yoga Studio
Admission £10 for parent and child, £3 for each 

additional family member. 
To Book   www.facebook.com/shinespecialyoga  

07789 726696 or email  
info@shinespecialyoga.com

Join us for an interactive and fun-filled family yoga session with C.S. 

Lewis themed postures & breathwork to help find your inner joy!

Using postures, sound, self-massage and mindfulness, to encourage 

children (and adults!) to develop their body and spatial awareness, the 

workshop finishes with a well-deserved drink and healthy snack.

** Suitable for children aged 3-12. No previous yoga experience 

necessary.  Children with additional needs welcome. Please contact 

Tory to check suitability of the session for your child. Spaces are 

limited, early booking recommended.

Family Yoga Workshop with Tory Campbell

Date/Time Sunday 19 November 10am – 1pm 
Venue EastSide Visitor Centre
Admission Free. No booking required.

Before there was Narnia, the young C.S. Lewis and his brother invented 

a magical kingdom called Animal-Land, populated by fantastical 

creatures. Children aged 3-11 are invited to join us for an Animal-Land 

themed treasure hunt around C.S. Lewis Square and the opportunity 

to create your own fantastical creature in a facilitated crafty workshop.

Discovering Animal-Land:  
Crafty Drop-In & Treasure Hunt
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Date/Time Sunday 19 November 11.30am – 3.30pm 
Venue Crescent Arts Centre
Admission Free. No booking required.

Join us as we step into Narnia  for a special themed market as 

part of  the C.S. Lewis Festival.  Our exhibitors will once again be 

producing wonderful Lewis-inspired items showcasing the work of 

independent artists, designers, illustrators and crafters alongside 

stalls from collectors of records, vintage wares and high quality, 

local food & drink produce.

Follow on Facebook to take part in the Hamper Giveaway 

Competition. 

For more information visit www.fineanddandymarket.co.uk

Fine and Dandy Narnia-themed Market

Children aged 4-7 are invited to join expert storyteller Eamonn Keenan 

for an engaging afternoon in the library, exploring our imaginations 

and listening to wonderful stories. Eamonn’s way of telling stories is 

engaging, gentle, dramatic, fun, emotive and filled with the values of 

love, humour and wonder. He has an ability to connect ancient myths 

and folk stories to the seasons, landscape, places, relationships and 

modern-day realities. A fantastic opportunity to help your child get 

excited about reading, stories and books.

Tiny Tales in the Library

Date/Time 
Monday 20 November 
7pm - 7.45pm  
Venue 
Ballyhackamore Library
Admission 
Free. Booking essential.

Date/Time 
Wednesday 22 November 
3.30pm - 4.15pm 
Venue 
Tullycarnet Library
Admission 
Free. No booking required.
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Date/Time Saturday 18 November 10am – 1pm  
Venue Maitri Yoga Studio
Admission £35 / £30 if booked before 20 October
To Book belinda@belindabennetts.co.uk or 07518166196

This workshop introduces the concept of writing as therapy. In a 

warm and welcoming environment, you will begin to look at the 

story you have created about who you are, and begin to get in touch 

with your inner voice through a series of writing exercises, and 

know how you can take what you have learnt and continue on your 

creative path. 

Write to Awaken workshop with Belinda Bennetts

Date/Time Saturday 18 November 6pm  
Venue EastSide Visitor Centre
Admission £6
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

Padraig O’Tuama is the leader of the Corrymeela Community and 

founder of the Tenx9 storytelling movement. He is the author of 

several books including In The Shelter. Phil Harrison is a Belfast-

based filmmaker, writer and creative. His debut novel, The First Day 

was published in 2017. They will be reading and talking about faith, 

doubt and contemporary Ireland with local writer, Jan Carson.

Padraig O’Tuama and Phil Harrison  
in Conversation

L
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R

E “I am a product of long corridors, empty sunlit rooms, 
upstairs indoor silences, attics explored in solitude… al so,  
of endless books.” C.S. Lewis
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Date/Time Sunday 19 November 2pm - 4pm
Venue Strand Presbyterian Church
Admission £10
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

In this poetry workshop, we will develop methods of confronting the 

blank page, finding joys in shadow sounds, and letting surprising 

diction find its way to your poem. We will read a short selection of 

contemporary poems and begin drafting new work in class. This 

workshop will be led by Andy Eaton, an American poet living in 

Belfast, winner of the 2017 Ploughshares Emerging Writer Contest. 

All welcome!

Poetry Writing Workshop  
with Andy Eaton

Date/Time Sunday 19 November 8pm 
Venue St. Martin’s Church
Admission Free. No booking required.

The Squat Pen presents an evening of words and music featuring 

Fred Johnston, author of ten collections of poetry, three novels 

and three collections of short stories. Also featured are short story 

writer Wendy Erskine, poets Emma McKervey and Mary Montague, 

and Dirty Words, a poetry and music project led by Colin Hassard. 

Hosted by poets Ray Givans and Paul Jeffcutt, the evening 

promises a cornucopia of words and music, a showcase filled with 

riches. 

For further info https://www.facebook.com/squatpen/

The Squat Pen
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Date/Time Tuesday 21 November 1pm – 3pm 
Venue The Linen Hall Library
Admission Free. No booking required.

A multi-genre literary event showcasing the writing of members 

of Women Aloud NI. Women Aloud was formed to support and 

celebrate women writers from, and/or living in, Northern Ireland. 

More information can be found at: www.womenaloudni.com

Women Aloud NI Reading

Date/Time Tuesday 21 November 8pm 
Venue EastSide Visitor Centre
Admission Free. 
To Book info@thebookwell.co.uk

Join us for a special book club as we discuss C.S. Lewis’ early 

autobiography, Surprised by Joy, which gives insight into the 

author’s journey from Atheism to Christianity. 

You don’t need to have read the book beforehand, but if you’d like a 

copy, you can get one in advance with £2 off from The Book Well, 27 

Belmont Road, Belfast BT4 2AA or online at The Bookwell. 

Surprised by Joy  
Book Discussion
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Date/Time Wednesday 22 November 6.30pm
Venue EastSide Visitor Centre
Admission £6
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

London-based poet Sarah Hesketh was poet-in-residence with 

Age Concern in 2013, working with people with dementia. In 2014 

she published The Hard Word Box, a collection of poems and 

interviews inspired by this experience. Many of Belfast-based 

writer, Jan Carson’s stories and novels have been influenced by 

her experiences working with people living with Dementia. Sarah 

and Jan will read from their work and discuss what it means to find 

inspiration in such a difficult and increasingly prevalent issue. 

Reading Between the Lines:  
Writing Dementia

Date/Time Wednesday 22 November 8pm 
Venue The Sunflower Pub
Admission Free. No booking required.

The Lifeboat is a small press and popular reading series, hosted 

by local poets Stephen Connolly and Manuela Moser. It seeks to 

showcase the work of both established and up and coming poets. 

Tonight’s reading will feature London-based Sarah Hesketh, whose 

first collection, The Hard Word Box was published by Penned in the 

Margins in 2014 and Eric Gregory Award winning poet, Emily Hasler, 

whose debut pamphlet, Natural Histories was published by Salt in 

2011. 

The Lifeboat
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Date/Time Sunday 19 November 8pm 
Venue Maple Leaf Social Club 
Admission Suggested donation £5
To Book No booking required

C.S. Lewis had an uneasy relationship with hymns, considering 

them to be “fifth-rate poems set to sixth-rate music.” Nevertheless, he 

saw their merit in bringing together people of different outlooks and 

education. There is a grand tradition within the Christian church of 

bringing together hymn-singing and pub culture. Come along for an 

evening of communal hymn-singing, compered by the Reverend 

Adrian McCartney and featuring The Bright Hour band. Bring a 

friend and bring your voices! 

All proceeds go to The Larder food bank at St Christopher’s Church.

Hops and Glory -  
An evening of Beer and Hymns 

Date/Time Monday 20 November 6.30pm 
Venue The Bank, Holywood Arches
Admission Free. No booking required 

Belfast-born harpist, songwriter and performer, Ursula Burns has 

five critically acclaimed albums to her name, the latest being The 

Dangerous Harpist. She accidentally fell into comedy in more recent 

years when she uploaded the song It Does not Rock to YouTube, and 

consequently won the Irish Musical Comedy Award. She performed 

as part of the Cabaret Night in the Big Top in this year’s EastSide Arts 

Festival but tonight she will be entertaining us in her new home at 

The Bank.

Surprised by Ursula Burns

M
U

S
IC

“Hymns were, (and are) extremely disagreeab le to me. Of al l 
musical instruments I liked (and like) the organ least.” C.S. Lewis



13To book visit www.eastsidearts.net

M
U

S
ICDate/Time Tuesday 21 November 6.30pm 

Venue EastSide Visitor Centre
Admission  £6
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

Alana Henderson is a cellist & singer-songwriter whose individual 

sound fuses her folk roots with pop-sensibility, delicate vocals, 

emotive cello and disarmingly honest lyrics. After a recent 2-year 

stint on a worldwide tour alongside Irish star Hozier, Alana is 

currently an artist-in-residence on the Hatch programme at The 

Mac, Belfast where she is working on a solo release.

Surprised by Alana Henderson

Date/Time Wednesday 22 November 8pm 
Venue Strand Arts Centre
Admission £8
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609  

/ www.strandartscentre.com

Belfast-based songwriter Anthony Toner makes an appearance at 

this year’s C.S. Lewis Festival as part of a year of performances to 

celebrate his seventh album, Ink. This acclaimed collection finds 

him in top form on a series of stripped back, acoustic-based songs 

dealing with the big themes of love, loss and happiness – and lyrics 

that cover subjects as diverse as politicians, 70’s television, loaded 

guns and Alzheimer’s Disease.

Surprised by Anthony Toner
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“The universe rings true, wherever you fairly test it.”
C.S. Lewis

Date/Time Saturday 18 November 10am 
Venue Meet at gates of  Belfast City Cemetery
Admission £6
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

Did you know that C.S. Lewis’s parents, both sets of grandparents, 

an uncle, aunt and first cousin are all buried in Belfast City 

Cemetery? Friends, neighbours and colleagues of the Lewis family 

are also buried nearby, providing a fascinating glimpse in to the 

Belfast that C.S. Lewis knew and loved.  Join Peter McCabe for 

an informative walk round Belfast City Cemetery focusing on the 

headstones that relate to the Lewis family. Please wear suitable 

footwear.

C.S. Lewis Cemetery Tour

Date/Time Monday 20 November 10am - 1pm 
Venue Meet at City Hall, Donegall Square West
Admission £10 / £8 concession
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

Follow in the footsteps of C.S. Lewis on this fascinating bus tour (a 

firm festival-favourite) with Lewis expert, Sandy Smith.  You will visit 

many of the locations relevant to Lewis in Belfast, some of which 

had a profound influence on the writer and his writings.

C.S. Lewis Bus Tour
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Date/Time Monday 20 November 1pm 
Venue Tullycarnet Library  
Admission Free. No booking required.

These two most prolific fantasy authors of the twentieth century 

shared a legendary friendship based on faith, loss, literature 

and beer. They each feature as characters in each other’s work. 

Perhaps the greatest myths to come out of their friendship are the 

mythologies that surround the writers themselves. Join Medieval 

Literature Scholar Eve Williams for this informative talk and gain an 

‘Inkling’ of who these scholars-turned-storytellers really were.

Tollers and Jack: The Myths of  
J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis. 

Date/Time Wednesday 22 November 1pm 
Venue Linen Hall Library 
Admission £6
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

It has been suggested that the view of rural County Down from the 

Castlereagh hills provided C.S. Lewis with his inspiration for Narnia. 

Certainly, he retained a deep love for the county. In this short talk 

and discussion, writer and community worker Philip Orr will offer 

some reflections on Lewis’s love of Down and explore the question 

of why the Irish Catholic childhood seems more prevalent than the 

Protestant experience, within the Irish literary canon. 

Living in Narnia – C.S. Lewis  
and the Protestant Childhood
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“As for the Earth, the country I grew up in had 
everything to encourage a romantic bent.” C.S. Lewis

Date/Time Saturday 18 November 10am
Venue Meet at EastSide Visitor Centre
Admission Free, booking necessary
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

Belfast is famous for its murals and its walls and there are loads of 

tours that will show you the murals of conflict. One tour is different 

though. Belfast has become a place where contemporary street 

art has flourished, were artists from around the world have come 

to paint and last August twenty of them painted at the Holywood 

Arches as part of the EastSide Arts Festival. This one-off tour will 

focus largely on the work created at this recent event and will 

explore how it fits in the East’s mural history and the global street 

art movement.  Led by Adam Turkington of Seedhead Arts the tour 

will start with a brief talk and will last 90 minutes.

East Belfast Street Art Walking Tour

Date/Time Sunday 19 November 1pm - 2.30pm
Venue Meet at Orangefield Park Pavilion
Admission Free. Booking essential
To Book Email laura@eastsidepartnership.com  

to book your place

Join Puddleglum the Marsh - wiggle and the Connswater 

Community Greenway team for a family-friendly nature walk in 

Orangefield Park and enjoy a pond planting activity, story-telling, 

arts and crafts and learn more about the natural environment in 

east Belfast that so enamoured a young C.S. Lewis. Then dander 

back to the Pavilion for some refreshments.  

Marsh – wiggle Nature Walk
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Date/Time Sunday 19 November 3pm
Venue The Bank, Holywood Arches
Admission Free. Booking essential
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609 

Join Infinity Farm at The Bank - home to Belfast Bankers Artist 

Studios and an urban apiary where Infinity Farm will talk about 

the importance of pollinators to our ecosystem and discuss some 

varieties of plants that keep the Bank Bees going throughout the 

season. Then you will enjoy a demonstration of how to make a 

native wildflower seed bomb containing a blend of bee friendly 

seeds and 100% beeswax, and Belfast Honey Lipbalm.

Urban Bee Keeping Workshop

IS DELIGHTED TO SUPPORT 
THE C.S. LEWIS FESTIVAL

www.hewittandgilpin.co.uk

Belfast Office: Thomas House, 14-16 James Street South, Belfast, BT2 7GA Tel: 028 9057 3573

Holywood Road Office: 73 Holywood Road, Holywood Arches, Belfast, BT4 3BA Tel: 028 9047 1869
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Date/Time Saturday 18 November 8pm - 10pm
Venue Strand Presbyterian Church
Admission £8 / £6
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

An evening of mixed folk dances, including Irish ceili, Scottish 

Country dancing, French Folk dances and demonstrations. All 

inclusive, simple dances with caller and live band. No experience 

or partner required. We can guarantee you’ll have  more fun than 

young C.S. Lewis had at the childhood dances he describes in 

Surprised by Joy!

Céilí  Night

Date/Time Monday 20 November 7.30pm
Venue Willowfield Presbyterian Church
Admission  £10 / £8 concession
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

Searchlight Theatre Company’s award-winning production based 

on the brilliantly funny, classic apologist book by Lewis, this dazzling 

production gives a witty insight into the frailties of human nature 

with a telling accuracy. Screwtape’s aim is to mentor his junior devil 

Wormwood into tempting their “subject” into a secure damnation. 

“The devil’s greatest weapon is that we do not exist.” Don’t miss this 

sparkling adaptation full of perception, mockery and truth. Adapted 

for the stage by Nigel Forde.

The Screwtape Letters  
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E “The f irst woman who ever spoke to my b lood 
was a dancing mistress.” C.S. Lewis



19To book visit www.eastsidearts.net

T
H

E
A

T
R

E
 A

N
D

 D
A

N
C

E

Date/Time Wednesday 22 November 8pm
Venue St. Martin’s Church
Admission £10 / £8 concession
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

Christmas: a time to remember the past, celebrate the present, 

and look to the future; a time of feasts and festivities; of holly and 

mistletoe; a time of visits and visitations.  A time of ghosts.

At this festive time of year, it’s part of the seasonal joy to be thrilled 

and surprised to your very bones with a festival tale or two. C.S. 

Lewis was renowned for his over-leaping imagination and his ability 

to see beyond the everyday world, so this Yuletide come in from 

the cold and enter into the Christmas spirit as a dark and spectral 

woman tells haunting tales of the festive season, lighting a candle to 

the frailties of human nature and illuminating the cold and chilling 

depths of the bleak, wintry dark…

Dyad Productions resurrects a Victorian tradition by presenting 

three seasonal tales of terror to scintillate the gooseflesh for dark 

Christmas nights. 

Adapted and performed by Rebecca Vaughan and directed by Elton 

Townend Jones.

Christmas Gothic
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Date/Time Sunday 19 November 10.30am
Venue St. Mark’s Dundela, Holywood Road
Admission Free. No booking required

A special parish communion and celebration of the life and witness 

of C.S. Lewis in the church where young Clive Stapes Lewis was 

baptized by his grandfather and first Rector of the parish, Reverend 

Thomas Hamilton. Reverend Helene T. Steed, current Rector of  

St. Mark’s Dundela, will lead the service.

St. Mark’s Open Church Service

Date/Time Monday 20 November 6.30pm
Venue Strand Arts Centre
Admission £6
Tickets www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9065 5830 

www.strandartscentre.com

After Thanksgiving dinner, Bart Campolo asked his dad, the well-

known preacher Tony Campolo, to sit down to talk. Bart wanted to 

give his father some unsettling news: that after a lifetime of work 

as a prominent minister himself, he was no longer a believer in the 

Christian faith. It was the beginning of a painful but meaningful 

exchange between a father and his son about belief, storytelling 

and the power of our relationships.

Tony Campolo is a Christian author, speaker and activist whom 

the New York Times describes as “one of the most important 

evangelical Christian preachers of the last 50 years.” Bart Campolo 

is a Humanist leader, author and public speaker whom the New York 

Times describes as “a rising star of atheism.”

Far from the Tree
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Date/Time Tuesday 21 November 7.30pm
Venue Crescent Arts Centre
Admission £8 / £5
Tickets www.eastsidearts.net / www.crescentarts.org / 

028 9024 2338

During his career at Oxford University, C.S. Lewis regularly took 

part in Socratic Debates, engaging with some of the most pressing 

theological and cultural issues of his day. In the spirit of these 

Socratic Debates our team of gifted speakers - Michael Wardlow 

(Equality Commission), Fidelma Carolan (Trade Union and LGBT 

activist), David Smyth (Evangelical Alliance) and Tracey Harkin 

(Iona Institute), ably chaired by William Crawley (BBC), will be 

tackling the motion, “This house believes the church should support 

same-sex marriage.” It promises to be an interesting, thought-

provoking and very timely debate.

Socratic Debate

THE

CLASSICS AS YOU’VE NEVER SEEN THEM 
 

cslewis.com/uk
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“Enough had been thought, and said, and felt 
and imagined. It was about time that something 
should be done.” C.S. Lewis

Date/Time Wednesday 22 November 7pm
Venue Campbell College
Admission £10 / £8
To Book www.eastsidearts.net / 028 9024 6609

For one night only we will recreate one of the most famous 

intellectual debates in the history of Oxford, which took place in 

1948 between C.S. Lewis and Elizabeth Anscombe. 

In 1947 Lewis had published Miracles, a book which argued that 

Naturalism was incoherent. In response, Anscombe presented 

a paper to the Oxford Socratic Club where Lewis was President 

and argued, in the subsequent debate, that Lewis was very much 

mistaken. It is widely accepted that Lewis very much lost.

Ironically, despite his defeat, the debate has often been seen as a 

blessing in disguise for Lewis as it led to the creation of classic works 

including The Chronicles of Narnia. 

In this event we will recreate the debate, (abridged) and explore 

its implications with Melanie Clark Pullen and Simon Maxwell 

recreating the roles of Anscombe and Lewis.

The Night Lewis Lost
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This year the C.S. Lewis Festival includes a fantastic poetry competition 

open to everyone. Our theme this year is Surprised by Joy and we’re 

asking entrants to have a go at writing a very short poem focused on what 

surprises them about east Belfast, C.S. Lewis’  old stomping ground. 

Your poem could be about a place, person or experience which has 

surprised you. It could even be about C.S. Lewis himself. We’re looking 

for exciting, imaginative and original poems, written in less than 140 

characters (the length of a tweet). 

You can download an entry form from the EastSide Arts website or pick up 

a form from the EastSide Visitor Centre. 

Closing date is Friday 24th November at 5pm. Don’t forget to include your 

contact details and age group as there will be fantastic prizes for winners 

and runners up in Primary, Secondary school and  adult categories. 

Please contact Jacqueline@eastsidepartnership.com for more details 

and look out for our special, interactive mini poetry workshops in 

residential care facilities, libraries and community groups.

Micro Poetry Competition
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Booking Information 
Tickets are available online at www.eastsidearts.net to print at 
home, unless otherwise stated in the programme, and can also be 
booked by phone on 028 9024 6609 and in person at: 

Visit Belfast Welcome Centre,  
9 Donegal Square North, Belfast BT1 5GJ. 

Monday to Saturday:  9am - 5.30pm Sunday: 11am - 4pm

General Enquiries
EastSide Arts 
Phone 028 9045 1900  Email eastsidearts@eastsidepartnership.com

Refunds
Festival tickets cannot be refunded other than in the event of 
cancellation, in which case all refunds can only be issued from the 
point of purchase.

Accessibility
Please let us know at the point of purchase if you have any special 
requirements so we can ensure your comfort at the event. We 
offer 1 complimentary ticket for customers that require a Personal 
Assistant to attend and event. 

Please contact jacqueline@eastsidepartnership.com for details.

Funded/Sponsored ByFunded/Sponsored By

@CSLewisFest /CSLewisFestival


