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5:30 - 7:00pm

ARRIVALS, COFFEE AND SCONES 
 

Welcome from our Sponsor  
Graeme Hamilton, Director, Hewitt & Gilpin Solicitors

KEYNOTE Dr Caroline Magennis

POLITICS 
Jackie Redpath, Rosemary Jenkinson and Alan Meban
Jackie will give an overview of politics and Protestantism followed by a presentation  
by Rosemary on how politics has impacted her writing, followed by a discussion  
open to the floor, chaired by Alan.

COFFEE BREAK

INDUSTRY
Jim McDermott, Glenn Patterson and Andrew Hassard
Jim will give an overview of industry and Protestantism followed by a presentation  
by Glenn Patterson on how industry has impacted his writing, followed by a discussion 
open to the floor, chaired by Andrew.

LUNCH              

ARTS
Dr Connal Parr, Lucy Caldwell and Hugh Odling-Smee
Connal will give an overview of the arts and Protestantism followed by a presentation  
by Lucy on how the arts have impacted her writing, followed by a discussion open to  
the floor, chaired by Hugh.

COFFEE BREAK 

RELIGION  
Dr James Greer, Jan Carson and Dr Andrew Cunning
James will give an overview of religion and Protestantism followed by a presentation by 
Jan on how religion has impacted her writing, followed by a discussion open to the floor, 
chaired by Andrew.

KEYNOTE Phil Harrison

Summarising thoughts and action points to be taken away from the day 

DINNER IN FREIGHT 
Accompanied by a short reading of the work of an east Belfast writer delivered by  
Mary Jordan at the beginning of the meal and a 3-song set from Anthony Toner  
during coffee.

PROGRAMME



DR CAROLINE MAGENNIS
Dr Caroline Magennis is Lecturer in Twentieth and Twenty-First 
Century Literature at the University of Salford and Chair of the 
British Association for Irish Studies. She is the author of numerous 
academic publications on Northern Irish fiction, including a 
forthcoming book from Bloomsbury. She is originally from 
Portadown.

JACKIE REDPATH 
Since the mid-1970’s Jackie Redpath has been involved at the 
cutting edge of community development work in the Shankill 
area and in working across communities in Belfast to build 
understanding and social change.  He has been CEO of Greater 
Shankill Partnership since 1996 and more recently has led the 
designation of Greater Shankill as a Children & Young People 
Zone, a framework within which the lives of a generation will be 
transformed over a 20-year period.

ROSEMARY JENKINSON
Rosemary Jenkinson is a playwright and short story writer. She 
was writer-in-residence at the Lyric Theatre in 2017 and is a 
recent recipient of the Art Council of Northern Ireland’s Major 
Artist Award. Her third collection of short stories, Catholic Boy, 
shortlisted for the EU Prize for Literature, is published  
by Doire Press.

ALAN MEBAN
Alan Meban is a freelance journalist who covers civic, academic 
and political events, reviews films and theatre performances, 
chairs discussions and live-tweets, streams and records lectures 
and conferences. He delivers social media training, coaching and 
consultancy, produces podcasts, is a member of Ofcom’s Advisory 
Committee for Northern Ireland, FactCheckNI board member, 
and is a member of the Corrymeela Community.

SPEAKERS



JIM MCDERMOTT
Jim was born and raised in west Belfast, studied at QUB and for 
over thirty years taught in secondary schools, finishing as Head of 
History in Corpus Christi College. During this time he developed 
a passionate interest in history generally and local history in 
particular. In 2001 Jim completed a book about Belfast from  
1920-22, since then Jim has delivered talks and had articles 
published on a wide variety of historical topics and for the 
past twelve years has worked closely with Lifelong Learning at 
Stranmillis College.

GLENN PATTERSON
Glenn Patterson has written ten novels and four works of non-
fiction, including Backstop Land. He co-wrote the screenplay and 
stage adaptation of Good Vibrations. A new novel, Where Are 
We Now? will be published in spring 2020. He is Director of the 
Seamus Heaney Centre at Queen’s University.

ANDREW HASSARD
Andrew is the current chair of the EastSide Partnership. He 
also sits on the Board of Housing Rights and on the Boards of 
Governors of Hunterhouse College and Cranmore Integrated 
Primary School. Andrew’s background is in environmental health 
and prior to taking early retirement in 2015 he was the Director 
of Parks and Leisure for Belfast City Council. He was awarded an 
MBE in 2014.

CONNAL PARR
Connal Parr is a Lecturer in History at Northumbria University. 
His book, Inventing the Myth: Political Passions and the Ulster 
Protestant Imagination, was published by Oxford University 
Press in 2017 and was shortlisted for the Ewart-Biggs Literary 
Prize and the Royal Historical Society’s Whitfield Prize. 

LUCY CALDWELL
Lucy Caldwell was born and grew up in east Belfast, her walk to 
secondary school each day took her past C.S. Lewis’s family house, 
Little Lea, with the wardrobe said to have inspired Narnia.  In a 
fairytale-like twist, she’s now a multi-award-winning author in her 
own right.  Her newest collection of stories, Intimacies, will be 
published by Faber in 2020.

SPEAKERS



HUGH ODLING-SMEE
Currently Manager of Film Hub NI, part of the BFI Film Audience 
Network, based at QFT, Hugh has over 25 years’ experience 
working in Belfast’s arts and heritage sectors for organisations 
as diverse as the Linen Hall Library, Belfast Book Festival and 
Belfast International Arts Festival. His latest venture is The Big 
World Podcast, showcasing in-depth interviews with artists from 
N.I. and beyond. 

 
 

DR JAMES GREER
Dr James Greer is a political historian and researcher. His 
publications focus on aspects of modern unionism, the culture and 
politics of Ulster Presbyterianism, and the Irish and British labour 
movements. He has recently completed research as a member of a 
Queen’s University project exploring the implications of Brexit on 
the governance of Northern Ireland.    

JAN CARSON
Jan Carson is a writer and community arts facilitator based in east 
Belfast. She has a novel, Malcolm Orange Disappears and short 
story collection, Children’s Children, (Liberties Press), a micro-
fiction collection, Postcard Stories (Emma Press). Her novel The 
Fire Starters was published by Doubleday in 2019. It won the EU 
Prize for Literature for Ireland 2019.

DR ANDREW CUNNING
Andrew Cunning is an academic working on theology, literature 
and philosophy. He lives and teaches in Belfast and is currently 
writing a book on the American writer Marilynne Robinson, due 
to be published in 2020.

 

PHIL HARRISON
Phil’s debut novel, The First Day, was published in 2017, and 
tells the story of an affair between a Belfast preacher and a young 
academic. He has just completed his second, Body English, about 
a family unravelling around the illness of the youngest child. He 
lives in east Belfast.
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PROPHETS, MAKERS AND RISK TAKERS  
EXPLORING THE PROTESTANT IMAGINATION 
 
This one-day symposium, part of the 2019 C.S. Lewis Festival, seeks to open up 
conversations around the contemporary Protestant imagination and how it has 
been shaped and influenced by industry, religion, politics and the legacy of 
creativity established by past Protestant writers, thinkers and artists. 

The programme, curated by Jan Carson, is loosely tied to the research presented 
by Philip Orr in his recent book, Down by Avalon: Reflections on East Belfast 
and the structure of the day is designed to encourage interesting conversations 
with plenty of opportunity for audience participation. 

A strong emphasis has been placed on inviting local artists from a Protestant 
tradition to participate in the symposium, alongside academics, journalists, 
politicians and members of both the business and community sector. Two keynote 
talks frame the four conversations, and the day will conclude with dinner and the 
opportunity to continue discussing the thoughts and ideas that have emerged 
throughout the day.  

It is hoped that the conversations which take place at this symposium will help to 
continue the already lively debate around Protestant culture; what it is, how it’s 
evolving and how to ensure it remains healthy, inclusive and diverse.  


